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Editordal........ ... ... ,€§

Santa Versus Jesus

Aswe approach the Season of the Emmanuel, thereisa
trend to cel ebrate Christmaswithout Jesus. Although Jesusisthe
reason for Advent and Christmas Season. Market Economy
cel ebrate Christmaswith Santaastheir main Spokesperson. |
cameacrossareflectionto counter thiscommercia trend. It was
entitled: “Why JesusisBetter than SantaClaus’: Santalivesat
theNorth Pole... ESUSiseverywhere. Santaridesinadeigh...
JESUS rideson thewind and walks on the water. Santacomes
but onceayear... JESUSisan ever-present hel p. Santafillsyour
stockingswith goodies... JESUS suppliesal your needs. Santa
comes down your chimney uninvited... JESUS stands at your
door and knocks, and then entersyour heart wheninvited. You
have to wait in line to see Santa... JESUS is as close as the
mention of Hisname. Santaletsyou siton hislap... JESUSIets
yourestin Hisarms. Santadoesn’t know your name, all hecan
say is“Hi littleboy or girl, what’syour name?’... JESUSknew
our name beforewedid. Not only doesHe know our name, He
knowsour addresstoo. He knowsour history and futureand He
even knowshow many hairsareon our heads. Santahasabelly
likeabowl full of jdly... JESUShasaheart full of love. All Santa
canofferis*“HOHOHO...” JESUS offershed th, hel p and hope.
Santasays“You' d better not cry” ... JESUS says, “ Cast all your
caresonmefor | carefor you.” Santd slittle helpersmaketoys...
JESUS makesnew life, mendswounded hearts, repairsbroken
homesand buildsmans ons. Santamay makeyou chucklebtt...
JESUSgivesyoujoy thatisyour strength. While Santaputsgifts
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under your tree... JESUSbecameour giftand died onatree. It's
obviousthereisreally no comparison. We need to remember
WHO Christmasisall about. We need to put Christ back in
CHRISTmeas, Jesusisdtill thereason for the season. Yes, JESUS
isbetter, Heiseven better than SantaClaus. Merry CHRISTmad!

| cameacrossaninvitationfor Christmasand that too from
Jesus! Sinceitisaworld-wideceaebration, itisworthto share
with many more during this Christmas Season.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO...GUEST
OF HONOR: Jesus Christ. DATE: Every day. Traditionally,
December 25, but He'salwaysaround, so the dateisflexible.
TIME: Whenever you' reready. Pleasedon’t betoo latethough,
or you'll missout on all thefun. PLACE: Inyour heart. HE I
meet you there-you' |l hear Himknock. ATTIRE: Comeasyou
are. Grubbiesare okay asH€ || bewashing our clothesanyway.
He said something about new white robes and crowns for
everyonewho staystill thelast. TICKETS: Admissionisfree.
He'sdready paidfor everyone. He saysyouwouldn't havebeen
able to afford it-it’s cost Him everything He had!
REFRESHMENTS: New wine, bread and afar-out drink He
cdls“livingwater.” Thiswill befollowed by asupper, that promises
to be out of thisworld!! GIFT SUGGESTIONS: Your heart.
He'soneof those peoplewho dready haseverythingese. (He's
very generousin return though-just wait until you seewhat He
hasforyou! ENTERTAINMENT: Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, Life,
Love, Real Happiness, Communion with God, Forgiveness,
Miracles, Healing, Power, Eternity in Paradise.......and much
more! (All rated“G” so bring your family and friends). RSVP:
Very Important! He must know ahead, so He can reserve aspot
for you at thetable. Also, he'skeeping alist of Hisfriendsfor
futurereference. HecdlsittheLamb’'sBook of Life” PARTY
GIVEN BY: HisKids. That’sus! Hope To See You There! Let
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usreoiceand beglad and givehimglory! For thewedding of the
Lamb hascome, and hisbride hasmade hersdlf ready. Finelinen,
bright and clean, wasgiven her to wear. (Finelinen standsfor the
righteous actsof the saints) Blessed arethosewho areinvited to
the wedding supper of the Lamb! --Revelation 19:7-9. As
religiousand Franciscanswe have reason to cel ebrate the Season
of Chrigmasandthat vital reasonisJesus. Wishing you aBlessed
Christmasand aGrace-filled Year of theLord 2010. | feel like
reciting thelitany of gratitudeat theend of theyear 2009. Sincere
appreciationsfor al the contributors of newsand viewsfrom
different communities, and aword of gratitudeto the Press Staff
for thelr ever-willing ass stanceto print Fraternity promptly during
the Year andtoyouall our readers| say abigthank you.

For the Editorial Staff: Br. George Olivera.

o Vi

Congratulations and Prayerful Wishes to the
New Animation Team of Uganda Custody

-




Papal Reflections on Christmas

Spiritual Meaning of Christmas

Dear Brothers,

Onthisvery day, the daysof Advent
that directly prepareusfor the Nativity of
the Lord begin: wearein the Christmas
Novena which in many Christian
communitiesiscelebrated with liturgies
rich in biblical texts, all oriented to
fostering the expectation of the Saviour's
Birth. Indeed, thewhole Church focuses
her gaze of faith onthisFeast that isnow
at hand, preparing herself, as she does
every year, tojoininthejoyful singing of the Angelswho will
announce to the shepherds in the heart of the night the
extraordinary event of the Birth of the Redeemer, invitingthemto
gotothe Grottoin Bethlehem. Itistherethat the Emmanue lies,
the Creator who made himsalf acreature, wrapped in swaddling
clothesand lying in apoor manger (cf. Lk 2: 13-16).

Because of theatmospherethat distinguishesit, Chrismasis
auniversal celebration. Infact, even those who do not profess
themselvesto be believerscan perceivein thisannua Christian
event something extraordinary and transcendent, something
intimatethat speakstothe heart. ItisaFeast that praisesthegift
of life. Thebirth of achild must alwaysbe an event that brings
joy; theembrace of anewborn baby usually inspiresfedingsof
kindnessand care, of emotion and tenderness. Christmasisthe
encounter with a newborn baby lying in a humble grotto. In
contemplating himinthe manger, how canwefail tothink of all
those children who continueto be born today in great poverty in
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many regions of theworld? How can wefail to think of those
newborninfantswho are not welcomed, who arergjected, who
do not manage to survive because of the lack of care and
attention? How can wefail tothink aso of thefamilieswholong
for the joy of a child and do not see their hope fulfilled?
Unfortunately, under theinfluence of hedonist consumerism
Christmasriskslosingitsspiritua meaning and being reducedto
amerecommercia opportunity for purchasesand theexchange
of giftst However, itistruethat the difficulties, the uncertainties
andthefinancia crissitsalf that numerousfamilieshavehad to
cometo termswithinrecent monthsand whichisaffecting al
humanity could be an incentive to rediscover the warmth of
samplicity, friendship and solidarity: typical vauesof Christmas.
Stripped of its consumerist and materialistic encrustations,
Christmas can thus become an opportunity for welcoming, asa
persond gift, themessage of hopethat emanatesfromthemystery
of Christ'sBirth.

However, noneof thisenablesustofully grasptheineffable
valueof the Feast for which weare preparing. We know that it
celebratesthecentrd event of higtory: thelncarnation of thedivine
Word for the redemption of humanity. In one of his many
ChristmasHomilies, St Leothe Great exclams:. "L et usbeglad
intheLord, dearly-beloved, and rejoice with spiritual joy that
there has dawned for us the day of ever-new redemption, of
ancient preparation, of eternal bliss. For astheyear rollsround,
thererecursfor usthe commemoration of our salvation, which
promised from the beginning, accomplishedinthefullnessof time
will endurefor ever" (Homily XXII). St. Paul returns several
timesin hisLettersto thisfundamental truth. For example, he
writestothe Galatians. "Whenthetimehad fully come, God sent
forth his Son, born of woman, born under thelaw... so that we
might receiveadoptionassons' (4: 4). IntheL etter tothe Romans
he highlightsthelogic and the demanding consegquencesof this
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salvificevent: "If wearechildren of God... then[weare] heirs,
heirsof God and fellow heirswith Christ, provided we suffer
withhiminorder that wemay also beglorifiedwithhim" (8: 17).
However, inthe Prologueto thefourth Gospdl, itisaboved| St
Johnwho meditates profoundly onthemystery of the Incarnation.
Anditisfor thisreason that the Prologue has been part of the
Christmasliturgy sincethevery earliest times. Indeed, init are
found the most authentic expression and the most profound
synthesisof thisFeast and of the basisof itsjoy. St Johnwrites:
"Et Verbum caro factum est et habitavit in nobis/ and the Word
becameflesh and dwelt among us’ (Jn 1: 14).

At Christmas, therefore, we do not limit ourselves to
commemorating thebirth of agresat figure: wedo not smply and
abstractly celebratethebirth of theman or ingenerd themystery
of life; evenlessdo we celebrate only the beginning of the new
season. At Christmaswe commemorate something very tangible
andimportant for mankind, something essential for the Christian
faith, atruth that St John sumsupinthesefew words. "TheWord
becameflesh”. Thiswasahistorical event that the Evangelist
Lukewas concerned to situate in awell-defined context: inthe
dayswhen the decreewasissued for thefirst census of Caesar
Augustus, when Quiriniuswas Governor of Syria(cf. Lk 2: 1-7).
Therefore, it wason ahistorically dated night that the event of
sdvation occurred for which lsragl had beenwaitingfor centuries.
Inthe darknessof thenight of Bethlehem agreat light redlly was
lit: the Creator of the universe became flesh, uniting himself
indissol ubly with human nature so astruly to be" God from God,
LightfromLight" yet at the sametime aman, true man. What
JohncalsinGreek "hologos' trandatedinto Latinas™Verbum"
andItalianas"il Verbo" dsomeans'theMeaning”. Thuswecan
understand John'swordsas: the"eternal Meaning” of theworld
madehimself tangibleto our sensesand our minds: wemay now
touch him and contemplate him (cf. 1 Jn 1: 1). The"Meaning"
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that becamefleshisnot merely ageneral ideainherentinthe
world; itisa"Word" addressed to us. The Logos knows us,
calsus, guidesus. TheWordisnot auniversal law withinwhich
weplay somerole, but rather aPerson who isconcerned with
every individual person: heisthe Son of theliving God who
becamemanin Bethlehem.

Tomany people, andinacertainway tod| of us, thisseems
too beautiful to betrue. Infact, hereitisreaffirmedto us: yes, a
meaning exigs, and themeaning isnot apowerlessprotest againgt
theabsurd. Themeaning haspower: itisGod. A good God who
must not be confused with any sublime and remote being, whom
it would never be possibleto reach, but aGod who made himself
our neighbour andwhoisvery closeto us, who hastimefor each
oneof usand who cameto stay with us. It then comesnaturally
to ask ourselves: "However could such athing be possible?lsit
dignified for God to makehimsdlf achild?". If weareto seek to
openour heartstothistruth that illuminatesthewhole of human
existencewe must bend our mindsand recognizethelimitations
of our intelligence. Inthe Grotto of Bethlehem God showshimsdl f
to usasahumble"infant” to defeat our arrogance. Perhapswe
would have submitted more easily to power and wisdom, but he
does not want usto submit; rather, he appeal sto our heartsand
to our free decisionto accept hislove. He made himself tiny to
set usfreefrom that human claimto grandeur that resultsfrom
pride. Hebecameflesh freely in order to set ustruly free, freeto
lovehim.

Dear brothers, Christmasis a privileged opportunity to
meditate on the meaning and va ue of our existence. Theapproach
of this Solemnity helpsuson theonehand toreflect onthedrama
of higory inwhich people, injured by sin, areperennidly insearch
of happinessand of afulfilling senseof lifeand death; and onthe
other, it urges usto meditate on the merciful kindness of God
who cameto man to communicateto himdirectly the Truth that

e 3 o e T e e e e e



saves, and to enablehimto partakein hisfriendship and hislife.
Thereforelet us prepare ourselvesfor Christmaswith humility
and ssmplicity, making ourselvesready to receive asagift the
light, joy and peacethat shinefromthismystery. Let uswelcome
theNativity of Christ asan event that can renew our livestoday.
The encounter with the Child Jesus makes us peoplewho do not
think only of themselvesbut open themsalvesto the expectations
and needsof their brothersand sisters. In thisway wetoo will
becomewitnesses of theradiance of Christmasthat shineson
the humanity of thethird millennium. Let usask Mary Most Haly,
Tabernacle of the Incarnate Word, and St Joseph, the silent
witness of the events of salvation, to communicate to uswhat
they felt whilethey werewaiting for the Birth of Jesus, sothat we
may prepareoursavesto cel ebratewith holinessthe approaching
Christmas, inthejoy of faith and inspired by the commitment to
sincereconverson.

Happy Christmastoyoual!

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS

Whenwerecd| Chrigmaspast, weusudly find that thesmplest
things—not the great occas ons—give off thegreatest glow of

happiness. - Bob Hope
3% 3k %

Blessed isthe season which engages the wholeworld in a

conspiracy of love. - Hamilton Wright Mabie
% k%

Mankindisagreat, animmensefamily... Thisisproved by
what wefedl inour heartsat Christmas. - Pope John XXIII

3% 3k %

Theonly real blind person at Christmas-timeishewho has
not Christmasin hisheart. - Helen Keller
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Letter of the General Minister

MISSIONAT THE o =»e
HEART OFTHE & -q

ORDER S

|. A glorioustaletotell

1.1 -0On thewingsof a dream -“1 want to go away, far
away!” Theyoung farm hand rested on hisspadeand gazed into
the distance, beyond the horizon of hisown fields. Hisfather
watched him for awhile and asked him what waswrong. Back
camethereply: “Wehavebigfieldsand alarge, united family.
But | fed thisisn’t enoughfor me. Oneday I'll go away. | want
tobeamissionary”.

Once he had accepted hisvocation, theyoung L orenzo | eft
hometo join the Capuchins, who gave him the name William.
Later he met Pope Gregory XV, who indicated the Oromo
peopleinfar-off Ethiopia, asapeopleto whom hecould devote
hisenergies. Helived among themfor 35 years, facing al kinds
of trialsand adversities. Thisiswhy we can say that the parable
Jesustold hisdiscipleswasfulfilledin hislife: “Thereisno-one
who hasleft house, brothers, sisters, father, children or land for
my sake and for the sake of the gospel whowill not berepaid a
hundred times over... not without persecutions, now in this
present time, and in theworld to come, eternal life’. (Mk 10,
29-30).

200 years have passed since the birth of the Capuchin
missionary Cardinal William Massgja, and this anniversary
suggestsaquestionfor us. “How strongin meisthelongingtogo
away, beyond my own fields, like the young Massgja? How
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strong in my/our Capuchin fraternity is the desire to be a
missionary?What am |, what arewe, ready to giveto strengthen
our missonintheworld?’.

1.2—Remember the past, preparefor thefuture—2009
isalso the centenary of the death of Br. Bernard Christen of
Andermatt, General Minister of the Order from 1884 to 1908,
who was amost asecond founder of the Order. He committed
himsdlf totally to therenewal of our missions. Inthewakeof Br.
AnastasiusHartmann, who 150 yearsago (1858) wasappointed
asthefirst Procurator of the Order’s Missions, Br. Bernard
Christen broke new ground with hisideaof “One Province -
One Mission”, bringing the missionary commitment of the
Capuchinsto the attention of thewhole Order. Thanksto him,
“mission” onceagain becamean essentid dement of our fraternity
and the Order experienced anew bloom.

1.3 —To be a Capuchin isto be a missionary — Along
with these happy anniversarieswe should not forget that eight
centuriesago Francisof Assis wrotehisfirst Rule. Saint Francis
wasthefirst Founder of an Order to place” mission” inhisRule,
and thefirst Capuchinsincorporated hiswordsalmost literally
into the Congtitutionsof Saint Euphemia(1536).

Our Order hadtowait until 1574 before obtaining permisson
tocrossthe Alpsandleaveltay® inorder to go “inter haereticos,
schismaticos et paganos’, i.e. to Protestant areas, to Orthodox
countriesand among non-Chrigtians. This*going” hascontinued
ever since.

Today the Order ispresent in 103 countries of theworld!
Recently, in 2005, we opened new presencesin lcelandandin
Ghana. In 2006 the Seychelles, Boliviaand Haiti wereadded to
theligt, whilein 2009 we have accepted responsibility for Kuwait
and haveasmall presencein Nepal.

e e e e e e e e e e e JTETNE e e e e e e e e e e e



1.4 - Conditions have changed, but the task remains—
For alongtimeBr. Bernhard Chrigten’sprincipleof “ OneProvince
—OneMission” provedto beastrokeof genius. it wasfacilitated
by the fact that very often the Capuchinswere the only ones
present in theterritory assigned to them by Propaganda Fide
andtheloca Church had not yet been born. And sothe Province
enjoyed the necessary autonomy to structure and carry out the
missionit had been entrusted with.

Today these conditions have changed radically, not only in
the Church and the Order but asointhepolitical and economic
fields. Just think of theconcept of “globdisation”, which canmean
everything or nothing, unlessyou consider that theeconomicand
socia policiesof onecountry haveawayshad animpact onthe
economicand political systemsof the others. Noneof the parties
involvedisresponsiblefor itself alone, but isat the sametime
responsiblefor thewhole. Thisistrue not just of the negative
impact, but alsothepositive. If weareawareof thisweought to
realise that we Capuchins al so have something valuableto put
forward, being thetrusteesof acharismthat isabletotransform
theworld.

Strengthened by Christ’spromise: “Know that | amwith
you aways, yes, totheend of time” (Mt 28, 20), we should not
hold back from facing new challengeswhich at first sight may
seem difficult, evenimpossible. Thefirst Capuchins expressed
their unconditional trust in God by embracing insecurity, moving
from placeto place, living far fromthecitiesin order toimmerse
themsealvesin prayer and contemplation. Thiswas, and canbe
again today, the source of areadinessto leavethe hermitagein
order to meet the needs of people, whether those needs are
material or showninaperson’ssearchfor God.

Pope Paul V1 in his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
nuntiandi stated that “ the presentation of the Gospel messageis
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not an optiond contribution for the Church. It isaduty incumbent
on her by the command of the Lord Jesus, so that people can
believeand besaved.” (EN 5). Missionistherefore” the deepest
identity” of the Church (EN 14). Highlighting the qualitative
dimension of evangelisation, hegoesonto say: “Itisnotonly a
question of preaching the Gospel in ever wider geographic areas
or to ever greater numbersof people, but also of affectingand as
it were upsetting, through the power of the Gospel, mankind's
criteriaof judgment, determining values, pointsof interet, lines
of thought, sourcesof inspiration and modelsof life, whicharein
contrast with the Word of God and the plan of salvation.” (EN
19).

1.5- Mission createsunity - In 1967, thethen Fr. Joseph
Ratzinger showed that the concept of missionin theconciliar
Constitution on the Church emerged at the moment when
Catholicism was becoming known asthe*® new peopleof God”.
Thisiswhat hewrote: “ The one God created man and wanted
humanity tobeinunity...Misson enactsthefundamenta savific
dynamicof unification, counteringthedivisonsarisngfromsin,
and isthusthe actual accomplishment of thedirectioninwhich
salvation history is moving”?. This task is based on the
commandment to “ Go and baptiseall nations’ (Mt 28, 19), “so
that all may beone: asyou, Father, areinmeand | aminyou,
may they also beonein us, that theworld may believethat you
have sent me” (Jn 17, 21). “Being one” clearly implies new
relationships, transformed by the encounter with Christ. Our
Capuchin Franciscan fraternity, with itsinborn tendency towards
universal brotherhood, iscalled by itsvery naturetowitnesstoa
transformed life asan expression of “ redeemed rel ationships”
(PCOVII , 46).

1.6 — Redeemed relationships: from Francis to the
Capuchins—Francisof Asss wasnot only atotaly “evangdica”
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man, hewasaso* cathalic”, i.e. universal, withand inthe Church.
By insertinginto the Ruleinstructionson how to “go among the
Saracens’, hewanted to show firgt of dl therdationshipdimension,
even beforethat of martyrdom. Without hiding hisidentity asa
Chrigtian, the Poverdllo’sfirst aim wasto meet the other person
and to see him as a brother. The encounter with the Sultan
expressesthisinasurprisngway.

Inthissenseour missonary activity should not beunderstood
primarily intermsof how widdly the Order isspreadintheworld,
but rather asaway of making thecharism of Saint Francispresent
incultureswhereitisstill unknown. Our presenceisintended to
haveanimpact onthe surrounding redlity in order toenrichit. In
thisitwill not fail to beasupport to the Christian community. If
weareto be present in thisway wemust first be clear about our
vocation aslesser brothers; thiscomesbefore both intellectual
preparation and thedesireto “go onthemissions’.

1.7-“Togo”: asign of being sent - The“going” isclearly
part of the definition of mission. Our Constitutions define
missionary service as a proclamation of the Good News of
salvation to thosewho do not believein Christ, and asaservice
tothe"young churches’. (Const 174, 5-6). However, in our day
the*young churches’ have matured and have assumed apurely
local appearance. Inthe sameway our fraternities have been
enriched by brothersfrom theseloca Christian communities. In
the current process of revising the Constitutions it will be
necessary to keep these changes in mind and to update the
Condtitutionsaccordingly.

Today, being amiss onary meansbeing someonewho brings
the Gospel, working so that theKingdom findsfertilegroundin
whichto grow. The missionary perspectiveincludesthosewho
haveforgotten or abandoned the Gospel, aswell asthosewho
have never knownit. A missionary inthestrict senseisonewho
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setsout for another country, embracesits culture and commits
himself tolearning thelanguage. By serving the cause of the
Kingdomin thisway, the missionary makesthe universaity of
the Church visibleand revealstheinnovativeforce of Christ's
Gospd, which assuch knowsnofrontiers.

If the missionimperativeisto go out to those who do not
know or who have abandoned the Gospel, for the Capuchin
lesser brother thisinvolvesgoing whereno-onedseiswillingto
go! Along with thisgoesareadinessto take on the fatigue of
long, uncomfortablejourneys, oftenlivingin very precarious
conditions. To do thisone needs aheart on firewith lovefor
God and people...

1.8 — Beyond the frontiers of one's own plans — The
power of missionisrooted inloveand becomeseven stronger if
onelearnstolook beyond persona plansand desiresand humbly
placesonesdlf at the service of Himwho hascalled us. We have
been freed by Christ, and he meant usto remain free(cf. Gal
5,1), serving others as best we can and thereby giving back to
Godwhat wehavereceved from Him. | am morethan convinced
that our missionarieshave achieved agreat deal; many of them
have giventheir last breath. Despitethis, much remainsto be
done. We need to grow in the dimension of acting jointly and
making surethat “ my projects’ asagainst “theothers' projects’
become* our projects’ inword andinfact.

1.9—Accepting the challenge: moving beyond what we
do and haveadwaysdone—In Circular Letter n. 4“Let usfanthe
Flame of our Charism!” | pointed to adeclineinthemissionary
spirit, citing alack of readinessto be sent onamission of first
evangelisation to placesmarked by variousdifficultiesand then
only for avery limited time, after which areward isexpected
(n.1.1,6-7).
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These observationsof minebrought mixed reactions: some
approved, somefelt hurt becausetheir commitment is serious
and faithful, but otherssimply said: “We vedoneour part, now
it'ssomeoneelse'sturn!” | am quite surethat missionisfor all
agesand every culture, becauseit ispart of the very essence of
the Church. Touseanimage, | would say that it isathermometer
that showshow fresh and maturethefaith of itsmembersrealy
is. What doesthethermometer show asfar asour Capuchin zed
for missionisconcerned?

1.10—Howfar havewe come?—Inthelast few yearsthe
Order has spread, haswidened its borders. We have seen our
fraternity grow considerably inAsia, Africaand Latin America,
especially inBrazil, aswell asthe constant declineof fraternities
in Europeand North America. Thereareregiond varigtionswhich
at timesindicate avery rapid process of decline, but also the
steady hold of our presencesin Eastern Europe. Alongsidethis
finding, whichreferstowhat isimmediately visble, thereareless
vigble problemswhich haveadirect impact on mission or onour
way of being missionaries,

I will try to mention afew: - entrusting young jurisdictions
withtherespongibility of afirs evangdisationmission, andwithit
the implantatio Ordinis; - the new solidarity, amovement of
brothersfrom the southern hemisphere, wherefraternitiesare
numerous and flourishing, to the north, wherethe presence of the
charismisindecling; - interritorieswhere our apostolateisnot
alwaysfreely allowed our presence faces new challengesand
requiresrenewed attention and energy.

Today the central government of the Order certainly needs
to continueitseconomic efforts, but | would say it needsmost of
all to accompany thenew missionary redlities, sothat they avoid
taking the easier option, or smply choosewhat isnew or what
favourstherealisation of personal projects.
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II. Thehistory continues.

2.1 — Retrieving the Order’s missionary task — At this
point | think afew morehigtorica referenceswon't do any harm!
Historically, the new impulse Br. Bernard Christen gaveto the
Order’s missionary commitment happened as part of the
reawakening of missionary awarenessthat permeated thewhole
Churchinthe 19" century. In France and Germany the so-called
miss onary societieshad arisen, of which, in Germany, thefamous
“Hilfswerk Missio Aachen” was one. New missionary
Congregationswere springing up everywhere.

Inadditiontothepolitically troubled times, the Capuchins
internal structureswere nolonger adequate to the new needs. It
is true that the Order was one of the main supporters of
Propaganda Fide, but this meant that the brothers* no longer
belonged to the Province” and received their ordersdirect from
the Congregation. Thelarge distancesand thelack of means of
communication led to aloss of contact between the Order and
thefriarsinvolvedin missionary work.

Br. Anastasius Hartmann, Bishop of Pathaand Bombay,
had asked the Order for help, but thefew missionarieshewas
sent in no way measured up to thetask that faced them. “Most
of themmadenored effort tolearn languagesor genuindy devote
themsdlvestotheminigtry”. Thebas ¢ problemwasthat the Order
released its missionariesto the Congregation of Propaganda
and after that did not fedl directly involvedinthemission. The
missionary friarsthemselvesfdt like* goodswithout an owner
and deserterswho had been disowned by the Order”.

Br. Anastasius Hartmann then worked out awide-ranging
reform of the Order’smissionary activity, at the centre of which
stood the Mission Procurator. Histask wasto maintain close
contact with the Provinces, encouragethe sending of missonaries
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and build rel ationshipswhichwould promote missonary activity.
Propaganda Fide accepted the proposal, but it did not give
chargeof it to the General Minister of the Order, but toitself. It
wasBr. Bernhard Christenwho fully implemented Br. Anastasius
Hartmann’s plan, restoring the mission to the Order.

2.2 — The whole Order is a missionary force — In the
changed conditionsit seemsthat, eventoday, weareinaposition
where the Order, as one Fraternity, needs to reclaim its
responsbility for mission. Missionary commitment isaserious
thing. Then, asnow, theargument that thereisso muchto do at
homedoesnot stand up. Thatisnot theissue! What Br. Anastasus
Hartmann wrote with reference to superiors could today be
gopliedgenerdly todl thefriars “ Themain reesonwhy provincid
andlocal superiorsholdthemissionsinlow esteemistheir fear
of losing the best members of the Order, whom they consider
indispensableto the Province. Therefore anyonewho showsa
desireto go onthe missionsis presented with apicture of the
needy Situation of the province, painted inthemost vivid colours.
Anappea ismadeto conscience, in an attempt to shakethe holy
intention by every means... Prejudice against themissionsis
unfortunately so deeply rooted that anyone who wantsto bea
missionary isconsidered adeserter and loseshisgood name...
They describethestuation at home, saying that our own country
isteeming with infidel s so anyone can put hisapostolic zea to
good use here, and does not need to crossan oceanto doiit”.

2.3—Whereshall wego?—Thereiscertainly sometruth
inal of this, but something hasa so changed. Many friars, even
today, respond to the missionary call. They set out for places
never beforereached by the Gogpel and the Capuchinfraternity.
New support structures have been created for them. And yet the
guestionremains: “Isall thissufficient to achieve our mission
fully?’. Maybe we need to ask: “Why do we do it? For what
purpose? Is it because we want a constant supply of new
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Capuchins? Wherearewegoing? What isour goal 7.

Until we answer these questions, wewill be ableto offer
litttlemorethan activisnonalargescde. Evenif wecontinueto
walk alongside people to support their faith and to do good
through amultitude of social works—and they would makea
longlist - it seemsto me absol utely necessary that we stop and
realisethat by working together —there are over 10,500 of us
friars—wewill trigger areal change of mentdity in oursalves, so
that we bring the renewed gospd messageto society, tothelife
of the Church, and to the actual places where we live (and
elsawhere)!

2.4 — Mission is for everyone — Dear Brothers: at the
beginning of this letter | recalled the many jubilees we are
celebrating thisyear and thismoves meto |ook at our mission
andtoask what itisthat drivesustofulfil it. “Why leavefor the
Missions’?Itistimetoreflect, but alsotimefor action.

If PCOII1I at Mattli stated: “Missionary work should be
closeto the heart of the Province, wherever and however itis
exercised” (PCOI|II, 34c), today wehaveto say: “Misson should
be at the heart of the Order”. Thisiswhy in 2009 the General
Definitory decided to strengthen the General Secretariat for
Missionary Animation so that it could take onthetask of helping
thebrotherstofed asenseof responsibility towardsour mission,
whatever part of the Order they belongto. Aswassaid at Mattli,
weareal missonaries: “ Themissionary task doesnot of itself
imply aspecia voceation different fromthat shared by dl thefriars
... (PCOIII, 11). Missionisintrinsic to the very vocation and
calingtobeaCapuchinlesser brother.

Wecannot fail to recd | the episodewhen Cardina Hugolino
of Ostiarebuked Francisfor sending brothersoutsdeltaly “Why
did you send your brothers so far away to die of hunger and
endure so many trials?’ In great fervour and in the spirit of
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prophecy Blessed Francisanswered him: “Lord, do you think
that the L ord sent the brothersonly for theseregions?Buit | tell
you in truth that the Lord chose and sent the brothersfor the
benefit and salvation of thesoulsof al peopleinthisworld. They
should bereceived not only intheland of believers, but dsoin
that of non-believers, and they will win over many souls’ The
Lord Bishop of Ostiamarvelled at hiswords, and admitted that
he spokethetruth” (Mirror of Perfection, 65).

2.5 —Mission belongs to everyone - Our Constitutions
speak of “divineinspiration” calling aperson to mission work.
Thiscall can makeitself heard a so through the superiors (Const
176, 1) and not infrequently through a conversation with
missionaries. The Rule saysthat superiors should not oppose
such acall, except in cases where the brothers arereally not
suitedfor it (Rb, X11), and our Constitutions point out that |ack
of personnel inaprovinceisnot asufficient reasonfor refusing a
friar permissionto go onthemissions. (Const 176,3).

Granted that not all the brothersarecalled to actually leave
their own country to do mission work, assonsof Saint Francis
weareall caledto bemissionaries(PCO 111 10). The Capuchin
lesser brother cannot opt out of thiscommitment. A missionary
obedienceisnot fulfilled only by leaving the country, but aso by
supporting the brother who doesleave, by accompanying himin
prayer, by offering concrete help and co-operation, and by
encouraging other friarsor lay peopleto assumeresponsibility
formisson.

2.6—Thingstodo - Mission secretariats: It isthetask of
the General Definitory, through the General Secretariat for
Missionary Animation, to encourage each Provinceand Vice-
Provinceto haveitsown Mission Secretariat and to collaborate
actively with the General Secretariat. (Const 178,3).
Collaboration: Itisimportant that the structures concerned with
theanimation of the Order - the General Secretariat for Formation,
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the General Secretariat for Missionary Animation and the JPE
Office- should work together closdly, so that thegospel message
“and the coming Kingdom of God transform man himself and
createanew worldthat isjust and full of peace. Thusthe Church
growsdaily and becomes ever more perfect” (Const 174,3).
Coordination of projects Tenyearsafter thecrestion of the Office
for Economic Solidarity, abody set up to foster co-operationin
the area of economic resources, it isnecessary to think again
about ways of ensuring greater co-ordination of projects,
especidly inthelight of the changed economic conditions. We
need to take stepsto ensure astronger sense of solidarity, so
that we movefrom thinking that our own project haspriority, to
aspirit of sharing, wherewe seethe complexity of the Order’s
needs and, more specifically, the actual need of my brother.
Franciscan formation for missionaries: The preparation of
missionariesmust be carefully organised. Thelnter-Franciscan
CourseinBrusselsisastart, but it must be made availablein
other languages apart from English and French. Alsothereisa
need for afew brothersto accompany the (future) missionaries.
Genera Secretary for Misson Animation: A visiblesgnthat the
Order isseriousabout mission liesin thefact that the General
Secretariat for Mission Animation has been strengthened with
the appointment of abrother working full-timeinthistask. He
will be supported in hiswork by the Promoter of Solidarity. The
aimisto givebetter careand animationinthemissionary field,
throughout the Order, with particul ar attention to co-operation
or creating links between the different areas of the Order. As
with any secretariat, theservicewill becarried outin closeliaison
withthe Generd Minister and hisDefinitory.

[11.Conclusion

3.1 - Building the future on the present — | realise that
whatever we say about mission canturn out to berather complex,
and some might be struck by thefact that not everythingisrosy
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inthisparticular garden. It istruethat thereisashadow sidetoo,
but what | wanted to do morethan anything elsewasto sharea
heartfelt concern of mine: to reawaken our interestinmission
and our commitment toit, and to repeet that themissionary caling
liesat the heart of our vocation as Capuchin lesser brothers.

How could wefail to remember also the beautiful thingsthat
aredoneinthefield of missonary activity, and to encouragethe
brothersto keep going, and perhapsto do even more? L et’ssee
if we can mention one or two. First of al, thereare Capuchins
fromevery continent livingin countriesand cultural contextsvery
different fromtheir own. Thisshowsthat the Order hasmoved, it
has goneout to proclaim thegospel, it iscloseto the poor and
helps them in their need. Many are the new Provinces or
jurisdictionswhich, having received the charism of Capuchin
brotherhood, havein turn becomebearersof the charismto other
partsof theworld. Thesearemissionary redlities!

Wherever | go| find brotherswho sacrificethemselvesfor
themission, and for thosewhom they meet asgiftsof God aong
theway. Very often they haveto bear their own share of hardship
and sickness, but thisdoes not stop them. Infact it happensthat,
at the end of a Sunday spent celebrating the Eucharist six or
seventimesfor the Christian communities, abrother will fed tired,
of course, but profoundly content. | have met friarswho, having
travelled all night by bus over rough roadsto attend ameeting
withther brothers, werelaughing and smiling for the sheer joy of
meeting one another! Or thereisthe brother who never hasa
moment to himsalf frommorning to night, because of someurgent
need: someoneasking for clothing or food, someonewho feels
isolated because of AIDS and needs care and comfort, some
gestureof humanity inaworld so marked by endlessviolence—
inthiscase, too, | have met brotherswho are actually happy. |
have also seen that therootsof it all aretobefoundinaliving
faith in the God who is One and Three. If ever we forgot to
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praiseHimand blessHim, our activity wouldend up like salt that
haslostitstaste; it could nolonger becaled a“mission”.

3.2 —Never stop in the present because tomorrow will
soon be the past — We shouldn’t forget that in our Order
economic solidarity isalso part of our mission. Solidarity isin
itself aproclamation of thegospel, and enablesusto evangdise
jointly, asabody.

Without conversion of heart, no growth or devel opment will
help usreachthegod. Evenif wehad al themoney intheworld,
and could build structuresto ensurejusticefor dl, giving everyone
the sameliving conditions, thiswould not necessarily meanwe
had reached our goal. Only by emphasising and living those
redeemed relationshipsof which our fraternity isthe bearer, will
we contribute to the building of abetter society, to making all
thingsnew —evenif it meansdoing so with fewer resources at
our disposdl.

During the International Chapter of Mats, Br. Raniero
Cantalamessa used an imagethat struck home. He said: “We
Catholics, because of our past, are moreready to be“pastors”
than “fishersof men”. | mean we are better placed to shepherd
the people who have remained faithful to the Church, thanto
bringinnew people, or to*“fish back” thasewho havedrifted away”.

Theyoung Lorenzoleft hisfie dsbehind; farm-hand though
hewas, he was not afraid to embark on ajourney that would
teach himtofish. Hewas content, as St Francishad taught him,
to proclaim to people, in poverty and prayer, the mystery of
Godwhoiscommunionandwho calsdl cregtionto brotherhood.
Brothers, may thismission benot only inthe heart of the Order,
but let it bethe very heart of the Order.

Rome, 29 November 2009, Feast of All Saints of the
Seraphic Order

Fr. Mauro Johri, General Minister OFMCap
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Br. Provincial Minister Speaks

Prophetic Call
to Priesthood

Jesus Christ isthe supreme model of Priestly Ministry. Of
course, the eschatol ogical nature of the High Priesthood of the
Resurrected Lordiswell delineated by the author of the L etter
to the Hebrews. But what about the historical Jesus?How his
ministry isdepictedinthe Gogpel s?Inthe Gospel sheisdescribed
asaGood Shepherd, agood Pastor, who laysdown hislifethe
sheep, hegoesafter thelost sheep leaving theninety ninebehind;
heisa so projected asafriend of the outcasts, publicansand the
snners. Wefind himagain pictured asagrest healer, theheding
minigtry being very prominentinall the Gospels hegivessightto
theblind, makeslamewalk, deaf hear, blind seeand dead rise.
Headwaystakesthe side of the suffering and expl oited, the poor,
thergjected and the suffering. He defendsthe adulterouswoman,
sharestablefellowship with the outcsts and the publicans. He
declared that he hascomenot to call therighteousbut thesinners,
not to be served but to serveand that ishiskingdom thefirst will
bethelast and last will bethefirst.

Intheparableof the Good Samaritan heironically condemns
theleviteand the scribe und uphol dsthe Samaritan, hedeclares
thefaith of the centurion, the Syro-phoenician woman, who are
gentiles, superior to that of the Jews. He does not hesitate to
condemn thereligiouspracticesof the Jewish spiritual leaders;
he denouncestheir hypocrisy and dishonesty.

In thisway the historical image of Jesus pictured by the
evangelistscan never becharacterized asculticbut itissupremely
prophetic. A prophet as a spokesperson of God, basically
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announcesthe message of God and denouncesthe sinful ways
of people. Weseeinthe Old Testament God sending hisprophets
to the peoplewho are* obstinate of heart” . (Ezek: 2, 2-5). The
role of the Prophetsin the Bible comesto prominence when
Israel underwent crisis. The prophets in such situations
unambiguoudy announced tothemthe Will of Yahweh. Jeremiah,
|saiah, Exekidl, Amos, Hoses, etc., are clear examplesof this.

If we affirm that Jesus Christ isthe supreme model of our
priestly ministry, weshould certainly reevaluate our ministry if
wewishto beauthenticin our call. Do weimitate the historical
Jesusinal that wedo and plan ashispriests? Do we project just
animageof culticpriestsor areweredly propheticin our gpoproach
towardsour priestly ministry? Doweget satisfied and fed fulfilled
when we just celebrate the sacraments and manage some
adminigrativematters?

We may not make amistake if we say that in the present
context of the Catholic Church the sacramental ministry playsa
greater roleinthelifeof apriest thanthepropheticrole. A great
majority of priestsspend most of their timein the organization
and celebration of the sacraments, projecting theculticdimension
of priestly call. Some others project theimage of efficient and
ableadministrators, asmost of the energy of clergymenisspent
intheadministration of Churchingtitutions. Should wenot think
of anbaancing act so that theimage of thepriestinthe Catholic
Church becomes more authentic? Should we not give more
importanceto theWord of God and the preparation of theHomily
inthe celebration of the Sacramentsin order to belittle more
prophetic?

Whenthesociety isincriss, how many of the priestsdiscern
and declarethewill of God for the peoplethey serve. Whena
family isincriss, how many of the priestsstand by the members
of thefamily and defend them.

Jesuswas apastor, namely, hewaswith the sheep, we see
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himinthe Gospelsal thetimewith the peopleandfor thepeople,
sharing their joysand sorrows, woesand worries. Hehad dways
timefor them. Aspriestsshow much timedowedevotefor people,
to listen to them and sharetheir problems, worries, sentiments
and sufferings. Most of our timegoeseither for administration or
for celebration of sacraments. Even when we meet peoplewe
arelikeadminigratorsdealing with documentsand officid metters.

The consciousnessof the prophetic character of our priestly
vocationwill makeusmore peopleoriented, morepositively biased
towards the poor, more often taking the side of the oppressed
and theexploited and morewilling to stand by the sorrowful and
the suffering, and finally kind and sympathetic towardsmorally
week andthespiritualy lukewarm. Asprophetswewould uphold
boldly and publicly the principlesof truth and honesty, equality
and fraternity, justice and righteousness.

We need to beinspired from the prophets of our owntime
like Bishop Desmond Tutu who fought against racism and
discriminationsfounded on colour and culture, like &t. Theresaof
Kolkatawho lived and dedicated herself for the upliftment of the
downtrodden and themarginalized, like Mrs. Graham Stainwho
forgavethemurderersof her two young sonsand the husband.

Then thewords of the Scriptureswill cometrue of every
priest, “whether people heed or resist, they should know that a
prophet hasbeen among them.”.

Aswe prepare ourselves for the celebration of the great
mystery of incarnation, the mystery in which the Son of God
emptied himsdlf in order to be oneamong uswith hisprophetic
message of love and compassion, let us, aspriestsbecomehis
truerepresentativesin theworld by being onewith peoplewhom
wesarve. Let mewishdl brothersand thereadersof the Fraternity
avery joyous Christmaswhich truly awakesin usthe prophetic
character of our call.

Br. Vincent Gabriel Furtado, Provincial Minister

e e e o TETI e T e e e e e



After concluding the Jubilee Year
dedicated to ST. Paul, the apostle of the
gentiles, the Holy Father, Benedict XV1,
inaugurated year a“ Year for Priests’ on 19th
June 2009 on the occasion of the 150th
anniversary of the“diesnatdis’ of St. John
Mary Vianney, the patron saint of the
priests. Obviously, by now some negative observations and
criticismsmight havereached your earsasregardsthisdecison
of the Supreme Pontiff. Infact, certain negative comments, such
as, theHoly Father isinaugurating anew year dedicated to priests
and priesthood. Isit an urgent need? Don’t we have more urgent
and felt needsin the Church and in theworld? Should not the
Church pay grester attention to and involve hersdf withtheunjust
socia systemsand political exploitations?Infact, observations
and negative criticismsof thissort have cometo my earsfrom
theclergy aswell astherdigious-circles.

Why has Pope chosen thistopic on apriority basis? We
know that, inand through hispastord visits, pilgrimages, Synodd
meetings, personal encounterswith the bishops coming from
different partsof theworld, and theinformation that hereceives
day by day through the modern mediaof communication the
Pastor of the Universal Church is sufficiently aware of the
existential situation of the world at large and the Churchin
particular. He hasan objective picture of theactud Stuation of/in
the Church. Heisfully convinced that faith-dimension, fraterna
charity, and moral integrity inthe church and theworld arevery
much depending upon the value-system and life-pattern of the
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priestswhether diocesan or religious. Heisfully awvarethat, if the
basicvalues, such as, contemplativedimension, fraterna concern
and moral uprightnessarelosing theground in our familiestoday
theroot causefor thiss cknessisthecompromising and lethargic
spirit of the priests. Why isit? Theanswer issmple. Being over-
busy withdl their commitmentsand engagements, they havehardly
any timeto dedicateto prayer, to bewith our Lord: to speak to
Himandtolistento Him. The oft-repeated oganis: | haveso
muchto do that | cannot find timefor prayer. So much so, the
well-known fraternal Franciscan expression: pax et bonum has
becomefax et fonum! Lifehasbecome so hecticthat, for agood
number of priests, even the cel ebration of daily massbecomes
sodifficult and cumbersome. They do not find timeto preparean
adequateintroduction tothedaily Eucharigticliturgy nor to get
ready adecent homily onaSunday or Feast day. Therefore, the
Holy Father explicitly says: Thisyear is meant to deepen the
commitment of all prieststo interior renewal for the sakeof a
moreforceful andincisvewitnesstothe Gospe intoday’sworld”.
They need to become friends of Christ (cf.Jn.15.15), who has
called them by name (cf. 1s.43.1; Jn.10.3). It is against this
background we need to understand the preciouswords of the
Curéof Ars: “Werewetofully realizewhat apriestison earth,
wewould die: not of fright, but of love... It isthe priest who
continuesthework of redemption on earth”.

1. Image of a Priest: Thelife-witness and mission of a
priestissomethingunique. Itisagratuitousgift fredy andlovingly
conferred upon afragile human being who has to accept it
spontaneoudy and cultivateit generoudy with aprofound spirit
of gratitude. But, at times priests who have received such a
preciousgift arenot awareof itsreal value. Itislikethe pears
placed beforethe swine(cf.Mt.7.6) that, not knowing theresl
worth, tramplethem under foot. Thereforethe Holy Father says:
“There are also, sad to say, situations which are never be
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sufficiently deplored where the Church herself suffersas a
conseguence of infidelity on the part of some of her ministers.
Then it is the world which finds grounds for scandal and
rgjection”. Infact, itisinsuch stuationsthat thefaithful beginto
ask: Our pastor isheapriest or a“ beast” ? Isheagood shepherd
or ahireling (cf. Jn.10.1-7)? Asapastor what are hispriorities?
Heisjust busy with hispersonal gain without much pain; heis
just looking for hisown comfortswithout sincere efforts; heis
hereto be served instead of generoudly serving and taking care
of theflock entrusted to hiscare. What istheuse of hisbeingin
our parish? Thus, the very presence of such apriest becomes
nauseating. Hispersonality becomesabone of contention. His
value-system and life-pattern become asource of scandal and
discouragement to those who comein contact with him. Instead
of indtilling faithand fostering devotioninthefaithful hisdedings
and his behavior discourage and disappoint them. For, the
presence of such an individual cannot contribute anything
positively in fostering the faith and community spirit of the
believers. Onthe contrary, the negative example of such pastors
weakensther faithand their life-style becomes superficia and
focudess.

That iswhy theHoly Father, dedicating the current year to
priests, setsbeforethem theremarkabl e personadity of St. John
Mary Vianney, the Curéof Ars, anexemplary priest of themother
Church. Infact, thesaintly persondity and brotherly activity of
this simple and committed pastor brought about incredible
changesamong thefaithful of the parish aswell asthe pilgrims
and penitentsthat cameto meet and listen to him from far and
wide. So much so, thisvillage parish priest was able to change
“beasts’ into “priests’. History bearswitnessto the* beastly”
life-style of the people of Arsashewas sent to thisparticular
parish and how, inthe course of time, thelife-pattern of thesame
folk got changed. In him we see how amanwith definitevision
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overcomes obstacles and performs deeds that seem to be
impossible,

2. Initial Formation: Wasthelifeof the Curéof Arsabed
of roses? Thisisan existentia question that deservesour atention
and somereflection. Thelittlevillage parish of Arswasnot an
easy field towork. Knowing very well the situation the bishop
sad: “Thereislittleloveof Godinthat parish; youwill betheone
toput it there’. Bishop had sent himto the place precisely because
itwasadifficult place. Thus, the Curéwasnot devoid of trials
and temptations. Astherose-plant, that produces beautiful and
scented roses, has poking and piercing thorns so thelife of the
Curéof Arswasamixture of joysand sorrowswith trying and
painful Situations. Hismeager forma schooling had not adequately
prepared him for seminary studies. Hisfailureto comprehend
Latinlecturesforced him to discontinue hisseminary formation.
But, hisardent desireto beapriest gave himtheinner strength
and courageto go ahead putting up with every difficulty. Thus,
after alengthy battle with the books, he was ordained. What
doesthisstatement mean?1t showsthat John Mary Vianney was
neither the brightest nor the most competent seminarian. Hehad
to work hard and sweat profusely in order to complete his
ordinary seminary studies. But, asan ordained priest we can see
what kind of a minister of the Word and the sacraments he
becomes.

How isit that this“ stupid” and usel ess seminarian became
suchan efficient and efficacious minister of the High Priest?1tis
atimely question that meritsan adequate answer. Theanswer is
quite simple. The secret of his success lies in his spirit of
contemplation and humility. He was convinced that hewasa
limited and fragile person. This self-awareness and self-
acceptance made himrealizethat heislikealittle creeper that
cannot stand erect with his own strength and that he needs a
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strong prop to support him and enable him to stand erect. This
self-knowledge enabled him to place hishandsin the Hands of
theLord and walk with Him steadily. It constantly reminded him
that asabranch hehasto be united with/inserted into the Tree of
Life(cf. Jn.15.1-11) if it hasto bear plentiful fruit. Therefore,in
hiscatechetical ingtructionshewrites: “ Thisisthegloriousduty
of man: topray andtolove’.

It wasamidst trialsand temptationsthat he acquired anew
vaue-system model ed after thelife-pattern and val ue-system of
theHigh Priest. Hewasopentotheinspiration of theLord coming
from above and the guidance from theformators coming from
bel ow. Hewas humbl e enough to seek enlightenment and timely
assistance from the formators, spiritual companion, and his
colleagues. Thus, the seminary formation initiated himinto the
divinelogicwhich gradually enabled himto transcend the human
logic, givinghimanew orientationinlife. It wasin the seminary
context that helearnt thewisdom of the cross. Then, asapastor,
hedid not give up theevangelical valuesthat he had acquiredin
the seminary. Onthe contrary, hetried to cultivatethem asan
ordained priest.

Atthisjunctureour brothersand sistersininitial formation
need to ask: What isthe value-system that | am acquiring and
entertaining asaformee?|sthe set of vaues, that | try to cultivate
inmy day to day life, modeled after the value-system and life-
pattern of the High-Priest par excellence? Asl go through the
different stages of formation istheinner attitude of the Son of
God fashionedin me (cf.VC.66)? Am| getting more and more
rooted in these gospel-values? What ismy attitudetowardsthe
daily cross?Isit scandalous?Isitignominious? Isit oppressive
and suppressiveor isit redemptiveand transformative? It isvery
important to ask these questionsto oneself and know whereone
standsin the presence of the Lord. For, the value-system that
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onetriestofoster during theinitial formation playsavery vital
roleintheon-going formation of apriest. If oneisnot properly
orientated and if the valuesthat one optsfor are cheap and the
life-stylethat one choosesismundane, itisnot so easy to opt for
amorechallenging vale-system and life-pattern oncetheinitial
formationisover. Theordinary temptationisto takelife easy
thinking that oneisamature person who can stand on one€' sown
feet. Thisishow the negativeforce, cheater and murderer from
the beginning (cf. Jn.8.44) blindfolds and manipulates such an
individud.

3. On-going Formation: Theformation of the Curéof Ars
wasnot completewiththe priestly ordination. Hewasfully aware
that seeds of gospel-valuesimplanted and sprouted during the
initial formation needed to be nurtured and fostered if they had to
bear plentiful fruit. Therefore, hedid not giveup theascetica and
mystical measuresthat he had been employing inthe seminary
context. With all the pastoral responsibilitiesheremained ever
fathful and generoustothoseexerciseswhichnurtured hisspiritua
lifeaswell ashisfraterna and socia relationships.

Inthelight of thelife-pattern of the pastor of Arsisthere
something that we can learn today? Yes, thereisawonderful
message to the seniors whatever may betheir age and stage.
Timeand again the seniorsforget about the need of on-going
formationintheir life. They do not feel the need of it even if
opportunities are offered and provisions are made by the
superiors. They arereluctant to participate and get themselves
updated and renewedintheir holigtic enrichment. Oftentheexcuse
is. “I do not liketo participatein such acourse/retreat becauseit
isadiarrheaof wordsand constipation of ideas’, i.e., renewal
courses/seminarsare usdless. Such prejudices and biased ideas
block their growth in every sphereof lifeand they remain stunted
plantsincapableof offering something worthwhilein spiteof their
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advanced age and fund of knowledge. Besides, their lack of co-
operation setsawrong priority and becomesanegative example
toothersinthefraternd life. Therefore, theexampleof the Curé
of Arsisabeautiful model for the seniors. Heremindsall of us
that on-going formationissinequanoninour day today lifeand
mission. If not, wewill benoisy gongsor clanging symbols(cf.
1Cor.13.1).

4. Mission: Asan ordained priest dedicated to the care of
the parish entrusted to him at Arshefocused hisattentionin
faith-formation and the care of theforsaken. Nourished by the
Word that isbroken, the Bread that is shared, and thetime that
he spent inthe presence of the High Priest, hehad thewisdomto
meet different sortsof peoplewith whom he camein contact and
to share with them the God-experience. He sawed the seed of
faith in the hearts of thosein whom he found the soil already
ploughed and nourished it with thelife-giving water (cf.Jn.4.14).
Heencouraged the discouraged; enthused theindifferent; ingtilled
hopeinthosein despair. Hisspirit of sacrificeled himthrough
severefastsand night vigils, spent quietly in the presence of the
High Priest sothat hemight imbibe His Spirit of loveand service.
For, hewasfully convinced that certain devils, certain“ beasts’
canonly be cast out by prayer and penance (cf.Lk.9.49-50). In
his pastoral ministry with Catherine Lassagne and Benedicta
Lardet he established LaProvidence, ahomefor girls. Only a
man of deep prayer-experienceand vision could have such trust
that God would providefor the spiritual and material needsof al
who cameto make LaProvidencetheir home.

Further, hisserviceintheconfess ond wasmost remarkable.
He spent hourstogether daily inlistening to the penitentsand
reconciling them with God and with one another. Hundreds of
penitents, who rushed to hisconfessiona from far and near with
heavy hearts, returned to their homes comforted, consoled, and
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healed of their brokenness. Thus, drawinginspiration and guidance
from the dictaand acta of the High Priest and Supreme Pontiff,
Who cameinto theworld to re-build the bridges of relationship,
the Curé of Arsbecamean apostleto repair and restoremillions
of wounded rel ationships. He became an instrument of peace,
joy and brotherhood to the faithful of hisparish aswell asto
those penitentswho flocked to his confessional from different
parishes and dioceses. Hisempathetic listening and encouraging
wordswere expressions of the compassionate love of theall-
loving and dl-forgiving God. Inthewordsof the prophet theall-
powerful Potter employed the christified persondity of the Curé
of Arsinmelting, molding, and re-shaping millionsof wounded
and disfigured individuals(cf. Jer.18.1-4). Hisspirit of prayer
led himto beadocileinstrument inthe Hands of theall-cregtive
Potter.

The pastor of Arsknew that repairing the wounded and
broken relationshipswas not an easy task. Hewasfully aware
that long lasting wounds needed long period of time to be
completely healed. Hewas convinced that further touchesof the
divineHealer wereneeded to removethescarsand for thehealing
of thememory (cf.Mk.8.22-26). Therefore, to facilitate such
radica and lasting hedling-rel ationship with the Hedler hetaught
themthespirit of prayer and contemplation. Initiating thefaithful
into prayer hesays. “ Prayer isnothing e sebut unionwith God. ...
Inthisintimate union, God and the soul arefused together like
two bits of wax that no one can ever pull apart”. Intheabove
statement we seehim emphasizing theinterpersonal relationship
between the Master and the disciple, the Divineand the human.
Hesaysthat God and the soul areliketwo bitsof wax that are
fusedinto one. Thisteachingisnothing e sebut afurther reflection
and application of Jn.15.1-11 that we have already referred to.
Engraftedinto the Treeand sucking constantly thelymph/sap of
the trunk the branch is nourished and protected from every
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infection and infirmity. Infact, such anintegration makesone
gmilartoHim/the Treein one sthinking, desiringand planning; in
aword Hecreatesinthebranch“ ...themind that wasin Christ
Jesus’ (Phil.2.5).

Shedding further light on the same subject the Curé says.
“My littlechildrenlittle, your heartsaresmall, but prayer stretches
them and makes them capabl e of loving God”. What doesit
mean? What he says hereis not something that he has|earnt
from somebooks. No, heissharing something from hispersona
experience. Hewantsto say that even the Creator of theentire
universe can behoused in our little home/heart/personwhichis
considered by Him asHisown habitation/temple. Infact, itisin
the context of prayer and interiority that one opensthe doors of
this temple to the divine Guest. It is in the contemplative
atmospherethat onelearnsnot only to pour out one’'sjoysand
sorrowsin the presence of theloving and compassionate Father/
Mother but a so to attune one’s earsto Hisfatherly/motherly
advice. Therefore, following theexample of theHigh Priest, the
most perfect Contemplative, Whotried to bein communionwith
the Father early inthemorning and late at night (cf. Mk.1.35;
6.46-48; Mt.14.23-25: Lk.6.12) the Curé of Ars spent long
hoursinthecompany of theal-merciful Father/Mother to thank
Him for themanifold blessings conferred upon him andto pray
for himself and theflock entrusted to hiscare. Being with Him
and constantly listening to Him helearnt the heart’sdesire of
God andtriedto carry it out faithfully and generoudly.

5. Witness-value: We know the well-known proverb:
Verbavolant, examplatrahunt/manent (wordsfly, examplesdraw/
remain). Thelife-witnessof thispastor borelasting results. The
faithful of the parish and those who camein contact with him,
having tasted what prayer is, grew inthe pirit of affectiveprayer.
Theirfilid relationship with theal-compass onate Father/M other
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became more and moreintimate. We have beautiful examples
that bear witnessto this. Just to mention one of them: Theman
who used to spend long hoursin the presence of the Eucharistic
Lordinthechurch. Oneday being asked what hewasdoing, the
reply was. “I look at Him and Helooksat meand weare happy”.
It was not just apassing or indifferent look. It wasintent and
focusedlook. Inthewordsof St. Clareof Assis itisgazing. Itis
an ardent and piercing look of alover, falleninlovewith the
Other, whereinwordsarevery few. It isalanguage of the heart
than the mind and lipswherein the person looses oneself inthe
Other, theLover.

Herewe can seewhat animportant roleapastor can play in
the faith-formation, relation-restoration and grace-filled-
adminigration of aparish. A troublesomeand marginaizedvillage
parish became a model-parish owing to the dedicated and
committed life-style of apastor. Unfortunately, when thingsdo
not go onwell inaparish or mission-station often the temptation
istocriticizethefaithful and point finger at them. Priests/religious
know to defend themsd vesdthough timeand againthearguments
and reasons brought to light areflimsy and superficial. Thisis
what painsand offendsthefaithful who, intheir ignoranceand at
timeshlindfol ded by thedemon of prideand saf-concelt, abandon
not only the parish compound but a so their Christian-faithand
Chrigtian-living. Thus, the* beastly” and* non-priestly” behavior
of priests/religious pavestheway for the* beastly” behavior and
life-style of the people. Onthe contrary, if such erring priests/
religiouswere to make a sincere examination of conscience,
placing themsalvesinthe presence of the High Priest, theresults
would havebeen quitedifferent.

6. Social Commitment: Finally, what about the social
awareness and social involvement of the Curé of Ars? This
guestion isasked time and again by the so-called socia workers
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of our times. Infact, poor and marginalized were not lacking
when hewasfully involvedinthework of evangelizationinthe
first half of the 19th century. But, hedid not spend histimeand
energy indoing the so-called “ socia work” . Being opentothe
Spirit of the L ord heknew to set the priority of vaues. Following
exampleof the apostleswho, criticized by the Hellenists, chose
the seven deacons saying: “ Itisnot right that we should neglect
theword of God in order to wait on tables...” (Acts6.2), he
concentrated on his priestly ministry in healing the broken/
wounded relationshipsonthevertica and horizonta leve sthrough
the Word, the Eucharist and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
For, hewasfully convinced that spiritual and emotional poverty
caused by sinand divisionismore excruciating and destructive
than materia poverty. Therefore, he spent histimeand energy in
offering the spiritual food: healing the hurts and wounded-
memoriesand re-building the broken-rel ationshipson thedivine
and human levels. Hereminded thefaithful repeatedly that the
newnessof theNew Testament consisted in the hesed (merciful
love) and emeth (fiddlity, faithfulness) of God revealed in and
through the Person of Jesus.

That does not mean that he neglected the “widows” (cf.
Acts 6.1). No, as a faithful and dedicated disciple of the
compass onate Master, hewaskeenly interestedinthewd|-being
and well-doing of the poor and the needy. But, in a spirit of
collegiality and co-respons bility heentrusted the task of taking
careof the marginalized and neglected onesto the* deacons”
following theteaching of the Word of God. Enlightened from
above he knew that hisforceswere limited. Besides, hewas
humble enough to accept the fact that there were other more
competent personswho werereadily availableto render such
enriching and empowering servicesto theneedy and theafflicted.
S0, taking such personsin confidence, hesought their collaboration
in coming to the rescue of the poor and neglected without
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neglecting hisprimary task of spiritua animation. Don’t wehave
something worthwhiletolearn fromthelife-pattern and mission-
endeavorsof thissaintly pastor?

Conclusion: Theabove pages show that the Holy Father,
Benedict XV1, hasaspecific purposein dedicating the current
year tothe priests/religiousunder the patronage of St. John Mary
Vianney, the Curé of Ars. As the successor of the Good
Shepherd, Who laid down Hislifefor the sake of the misguided
and manipul ated sheep, heknowsvery well theimportance of
good, faithful, and generous shepherdsin the Church and the
world at large. Itisinthiscontext that he setsbefore the priests/
religiousthe figure of anideal priest, the Curé of Ars. Thus,
Benedict X V1, Pastor of the universal Church, wantsto remind
every priest/religioushow preciousheisinthesight of God and
for/intheserviceof thefaithful.

Itisinthiscontext that heremindsevery priest/religiousthat
heisconsecrated for aspecific purpose. Heisaperson/minister
primarily set asideto consecrate the people of God entrusted to
hiscarethrough histeaching and life-witness. But, in order tobe
aworthy minister of consecrating others, he needsto grow and
mature in his priestly consecration through mysticism and
asceticism. If not, he will not be an efficacious instrument/
messenger. Inandthroughtheinitiad and on-going formationif he
does not become more and more open to the inspiration and
guidanceof the Spirit of theHigh Priet, hecan easily land into
the situation of Judas, thetraitor (cf.Mt.26.47-56; Jn.18.1-3).
Thepresenceand minigtry of suchapriest/religionwill beasource
of scanda and abone of contention instead of becoming asource
of ingpiraiontothefathful. For, hispriestly identity and hispriestly
persondity needtoradiatein andthrough hislife-pattern wherever
hemay be and whatever task he may be busy with. If heforgets
thesefundamenta characteristicsof hispriestly consecration, his
priestly personality canturn out to bea* beastly” personality,
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becoming an agent of thegreat “ Beast” that triesto destroy the
kingdom of God.

Itisinthiscontext that the Holy Father speaksof theabsolute
need of asolid preparation for thewould-be priests/religious so
that they may be adequately prepared to face the challenges of
the modern world. While underling the responsibility of the
formeesinimbibing and personalizing the evangelical values
impartedtothem duringtheinitial formation, heremindsthed ders/
formatorsof their respongbility inimparting solid doctrine, based
ontheWord of God and the Tradiition of the Church. Further, he
laysdue emphasison ahedthy amaosphereof brotherly loveand
respect inthe seminariesand centers of formation, giving due
importanceto spiritua accompaniment and witness-valueof the
eldersat every stage of formation.

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS

Christmasgift suggestions. To your enemy, forgiveness. Toan
opponent, tolerance. To afriend, your heart. To acustomer,
service. Toall, charity. To every child, agood example. To
yourself, respect. - Oren Arnold
30 3k %
Thejoy of brightening other lives, bearing each others burdens,
easing other’sloads and supplanting empty heartsand lives
with generous giftsbecomesfor usthemagic of Christmas.
- W. C. Jones
3% 3k %
Hewho hasno Chrismasin hisheart will never find Christmas
under atree. - Sunshine Magazine
% k%

Christmasistheday that holdsall timetogether.
- Alexander Smith
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ON THE FIVE FEASTS OF

THE CHILD JESUS

Br. Dolphy Pais

“Beborninusincarnatelove’ isthe best mantraduring the
advent and Christmas seasons. The spiritual need of thetime
today isthebirth of our Lordin our hearts. In order that we may
cherish and nourish the child Jesuswithin us, St. Bonaventure
has composed five meditations on the Child Jesus. Thesefive
meditations are psycho-spiritual; they touch theinternal and
external aspectsof our life. Let usin short go through thefive
meditations.

In this mystical writing Bonaventure most honestly and
innocently withthegrace of God usesthe* spiritua imagination”.
He speaks of the soul concelving the Word, only begotten Son
of God the Father. Thetaskspresented inthiswork depict the
spiritua exercisesof consecrated people. Thetasksarethese: to
givebirthto Him, nameHim, seek and adoreHimwith theblessed
Magi, and finally, in obedienceto the Law of Moses, joyfully
present Him to God the Father inthetemple.

TheFirst Feast: How thedevout soul spiritually conceives
Jesus Christ.  Following is the process and preparation to
conceive the Lord: “First our intellect must be cleansed by
contritionand our will set afireand lifted up by thelittleflame of
love’. Then Bonaventure continues, “\Wemust engagein pious
meditation and devout thought on how thisblessed Son of God,
Jesus Chrigt, isto be spiritually conceived by the devout soul.

Inthisfirst meditation, the second important step would be
“receiving thevisit of new inspirations’. Thethird step of this
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meditation would be nurturing the Word within. Practically, it
meansaparticular way of living therelationship, not only with
theWord in general, but in particular with the* Word—of-the—
day”. Everyday aWord isgivento us, likethe manna(Ex 16:
35) that nourished Isradlites. Thiswordiswaited upon and desired.
Thenthe Word iswelcomed and recognized by us, just asMary
wel comed thewordsof the Angel and recognized hersdlf inthem.
Thisishow theincarnation of the Word takes place gradually
and becomesfleshand bloodinus.

After the conception, the Word has to be nurtured.
Bonaventure has concrete suggestions and obstacles. One of
theresultsof concelving Jesusspiritualy will be upsidedown of
values. The essential thing at this stage of spiritua lifeis
overcoming the temptation to stop half theway. Obstaclesto
surmount aremany, for weliveinthemidst of themediocre people
who are alwaysready to dishearten those who want to follow
thespiritua path, “ They contest anything that exceedstheaverage
common lifeand destroy holy counselsof divineinspiration.
Moreover, themore convincing the counsel sof such men appear
inthelight of their own life, the moredangerousthey are’.

Another Sgnificant difficulty inthespiritua lifeispracticing
the piety in public. Thisisbecoming aproblem among theyoung
peopletoday. They arewantingin courage, failedto practicethe
private devotions, whichthey haveinherited from their parents
at home. Why aformeewhilejoiningisvery holy and pious, and
later on becomes exactly opposite? A clear-cut reasoning or
responsefor thisdifficulty isfound hereinthefollowing paragraph
of St. Bonaventure:

Attimes, withthe cunning of the Ancient Enemy, thesemen
shrewdly object: if you dothisand that, youwill beconsdered a
holy, virtuous, and devout religious. However, sinceyou have
noneof the perfectionsthat otherswill think you have, you shal
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befound guilty inthe sight of the supreme Judge who knows
your great, damaging, and dreadful sins; you shdl losethemerits
of your good deeds; and you shall beconvicted asaliar anda
hypocrite. Such practices, they declare, befit only those who
have never donewrong, but have alwaysled aholy and innocent
life; who havegiven up everything for God and haveawaysand
perfectly cleavedto Him.

However, St. Bonaventureis of the view that one should
avoid such menwho discouragethe spiritua life: “Asfor you,
beloved soul devoted to God, keep away from such men; go up
intothe hill country withMary”. Going upintothehill country,
may mean to go onwith your journey towardsthe Lord, and not
worry about what people say.

The Second Feast: How the Son of God isspiritually born
inthedevout soul. Letusnow first understand from Bonaventure
himsealf what isgiving birth to Christ means. Heisborn when,
after proper thought, sufficient pondering, and dueinvocation of
holy and divine patronage, theresolveisbrought into effect: that
is, whenthesoul satsouttodoinfact what it had long entertained
inmind, but had been rel uctant to undertakefor fear of eventual
falure

In the above definition, Bonaventure istouching another
sgnificant aspect. Thecontrast or the conflict that exists between
theflesh and the spirit. The symbolic expressionisfoundinthis
aspect of giving birth. Spiritud lifeiscompared to Mother Mary.
Sheisamode for thosewho want to givebirth spiritualy Jesus
Chrigt. Thethreefold conversonisthresfold expresson, of giving
birthto Christ. Everything ought to begin from birth of Jesus.

TheThird Feast: How to nourish the child within? The
third epinthespiritud life, based onthisMystica writingisthe
naming of thechild: “How isthelnfant Jesus spiritualy named by
thedevout soul”. Thisisthesacred nameforetold by theprophets,
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announced by theanged, proclaimed by the apostles, desired by
al thesaints. Let ustry to understand what Bonaventure means
withtheexpresson“givingthename’:

O soul, whether you write, read, teach, or does anything
else, may nothing have any tastefor you, and may nothing please
you besides Jesus. Give, therefore, to the Infant spiritually born
inyou the name Jesus, that is, Saviour in thewretched state of
thispresent life. May He save you from theworld’svanity that
threatensyou. From the devil’sdeceit that assailsyou, fromthe
fleshly weaknessthat torturesyou.

Bonaventure goeson narrating herethe power of thename
of Jesus. Thereason for thismay beto motivatethe personto
have personal devotionstowardsthe name of Jesus: “ O soul,
amidst the scourges of thislife, call out, Jesus, Saviour of the
world, save us, having redeemed usthrough Your Crossand
Blood. Cometoour assstance’. Conceiving, givingbirth, naming
and now adoring with the magi or the three kings: “How the
devout Soul together withtheMagi, spiritualy seeksand adores
the son of God”.

TheFourth Feast: Finding Jesus!

Helivesin Bethlehem of Judea. Bethlehem means* house of
bread”, and Juda, “ onewho confesses.” Christ, indeed, isfound
when sinshave been confessed, and the bread of heavenly life—
the gospd teaching—isheard, considered, and pioudy retained
inthemind, to befulfilledingood worksand proposed to others
for thesamefulfilment.

Here there are two learning processes. The first oneis
teaching to confessone'ssins. The second is hearing the Word
of God and living accordingly. Inthiscontext, asahelptothe
personsto embark onthese activities, Bonaventure suggeststhree
gifts, they are: love, contemplation and bitter repentance. Why
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arethesethreegiftsoffered? Thereasonsare: Loveisthefavour
bestowed upon us, contempl ation or devotion because of the
joy that awaitsus, and repentance because of thesins. Theteaching
aspect hereistoinsist onthethreeingredientsof prayer life:
love, contemplation and repentance.

The Fifth Feast: “How the Son of God is spiritually
presented in thetempl e by the devout soul”.

Thethreefold gratitudeis: firstly, for inspiration, secondly
to express gratitude for the resolution that one has taken to
continueinthisprocess of having Jesusin one'slife; and lastly,
for the grace of perseverance. Thefifth feast can beaspiritual
meditation on one' sownvocation. Thefollowingisthe process
of meditation on the mystery of incarnation in an ascending
process.

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS

Christmasbeganintheheart of God. Itiscompleteonly when
it reachesthe heart of man. - Unknown

3% 3k 3%

Therehasbeen only one Chrigmas—therest areanniversaries.
- W.J. Cameron
3% 3k %
Christmaswithout Christisamess. - Jose B. Cabajar
% k%
Theimplicationsof thename* Immanud’ areboth comforting
and unsettling. Comforting, because Hehascometo sharethe
danger aswdl| asthedrudgery of our everyday lives. Hedesres
toweep with usand to wipe away our tears. And what seems
most bizarre, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, longsto sharein
and to be the source of the laughter and the joy we all too
rarely know. - Michael Card
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NewsfromtheProvince

ST. ANN’S FRIARY

The Feast of Portiuncula, feast of our Chapel, was
celebrated on August 2, with a concelebrated Solemn Mass
presided over by Fr.
Vincent Monteiro,
Director, Pastoral
Institute, at 11 am.
He preached on (s
Mary, the Queen of
the Angels. Thiswas
immediately followed
by lunch. While the : | y. .=
women religious were well represented, the diocesan priests
were conspicuous by their very thin attendance, it being Sunday.
A piece of cake was distributed to everyone present for the
Mass. Even from Friars side, not many faces were seen,
though Brothers Deepak and Basil made their presence felt at
the feast. Thanks for the same.

Asusual, the Independence Day was celebrated after the
Mass with flag-hoisting by one of our well known benefactor,
singing of the national anthem and the distribution of sweets.
We our annual visitation from August 8" to 13", Brother
Provincia animated and exhorted us to be more faithful to our
prayer life.

Other Events of Note:- Br. Superior had an attack of
malaria, avoided hospitalization being consigned to his room.




Br. Roshan succumbed to the same malaria, was hospitalized.
Br. Superior having recovered, goes to Dubai for amonth to
make collection needed to renovate our Chapel which has
outlived its use. Br. Harry went to Israel and Cyprus on
preaching missions, and then he went to some Middle-East
Countries on preaching ministry. Br. Anil D’ Costa has taken to
study a course in
| Management and
Consultancy,
duration of which
is of two years.
These comprise of
2hours classesat
week-ends at St.
Aloysius College.
Br. Pius and Paul
represented our
community at the funeral of late Brother Stephen; and Br.
Roshan was present for the funeral of Br.Felix Ferrao in Goa
Br. Pius represented at the diaconate Ordination of our
theologians at Deena Seva Ashram, Bangalore. A group of 20
friarswent into retreet at the Pagtora Ingtitute, Bgjjodi, animated
by Br. Divakar of Amala Annai Province.

Thereisagreat demand for the ministry of Reconciliation
during the seven to ten days prior to the Monti Fest and we
respond very generously to the call of parishes.

Monthi Fest: Monthi Fest isthe celebration of the Birthday
of Mother Mary. It isafamily feast, one of intense joy. In our
chapel everyone present offers atleast one flower to Mother
Mary. ON the feast day, the solemn Masswas at 6.30 am. At
which there was arecord gathering of the faithful. Before the
Mass, new corn was blessed at the grotto of Our Lady where




al those who had
brought flowers
offered the same
to the new born
Babe, and then &
accompanying |
the Blessed new
corn proceeded
to the chapel for e C
the Holy ' 5 il
Eucharist. Towardsthe end of the mass, this blessed corn was
distributed to every family present. And as the people started
to go home, they were given sugar cane in which both young
and old partook. Due to the strong interest and ardent desire
of our venerable Brother Thomas, a big picture of Saint Pio of
hisincorruptible body was displayed at the steps leading to the
chapel. This pictureisframed and well illuminated. Devotees
of the saint beginning with Brother Thomas himself are seen
praying at this picture.

Br. General’srare visit to our Community brought a great
joy to our community. Community also witnessed the Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of Sevak which took place on October
11, 2009. The report of the celebrations which appeared in
Daijiworld.com is documented in the pages of this Fraternity
esewhere.

Beforewe closewewish aMerry Christmasand aHappy
New Year 2010.

CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS

Christmasisnot atime nor aseason, but astate of mind. To
cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteousin mercy, isto
havetherea spirit of Christmas. - Calvin Coolidge
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“Wake up O Peopl€e isthe Advent call. Hence, we wake
up to share our news with you. Here are few events of the past
that stirred up our spiritual excitement in the peaceful campus
of Monte Mariano.

The Community in action

Asthe new batches of Novices and Postulants began their
year-long journey, the Community members sprung into action
to accompany them. The new face in the team was Br. Robin
D’ Souza, the young and energetic friar, who came here to take
up the task of the Directorship of the Postulants. By then Br.
Wilson D’ Souza was bound for the eternd city of Romefor his
higher studies.

Both the batches of Novices and Postulants, this year, are
congderably smdl, but the mirth of lifeisnot diminished. There
are ten Novices and twelve Postulants. However, the daily life
and routine goes on in a holy and healthy ambiance which is
the characteristic mark of Monte Mariano. Formation of our
brothersis given the top priority. Nevertheless, the ministry to
the people who come to this place is not neglected. In fact,
now there is a greater flow of people to attend the Sunday
Massin our church.

Gate-way of Monte Mariano

Broadening of the Mangalore — B.C. Road highway is
underway. Traffic hasincreased even in our campus especidly
on Sundays. Larger and broader vehicles were struggling to
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enter our ancient
narrow gate.
Reading these signs
of the times, the
community planned
a broader, higher
and glamorous gate
to welcome our
visitors. At our
humble appeal a E=—— — =
good-hearted neighbour, Mr. Felix D’ Souza, who has amodest
earnings in Kuwait, came forward to sponsor the entire
enterprises An attractive gate with amagnificent arch was ready
for inauguration on 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis. Mr.
Felix himsdlf was present to grace the occasion. Being a Sunday
before our Friary Feast, there was the Eucharistic procession
after the Mass and then the inauguration of the gate took place.
Breakfast of a‘higher quality’ was served to all the people
present for the occasion.

Kovent Fest

It was the
annual fun and
frolic on 8th =
October, when
al the roads of
Mangalore
Diocese were
leading to Monte
Mariano. It was
the * Koventhachem Fet’. The Friary and the campus received
abetter face-lift. The Vicar Generd of Mangalore Diocese, Fr.
Denis Moras was the Main Celebrant at the Eucharistic
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Celebration. Fr.
Joseph Martis,
professor of St.
Joseph’s
Seminary,
preached an
inspiring homily.
The choir sang
melodious
hymns. The GER._

monsoon weather, which was treacheroudly ‘rainy’ and
occasionally troublesome, spared us that particular day and
allowed our celebration to go on well.

A sumptuous meal, with aspecia variety of dishes, was
served to the guests, thanks to Mr. Felix D’ Souza, our sponsor,
who once again showed his goodwill on the feast day.

The New Wine-Press in the making

We used to manufacture ‘ new wine' in a‘old wine-press ,
yet it was delicious and genuine. However, we decided to
reconstruct the old wine manufactury before it would become
totaly dilgpidated. Pooling together financia contributionsfrom
different sources, its construction work has come up to the
roof-level. Very soon a spacious and el egant wine-press will
emerge in the midst the greenery of our garden. Your
contribution towards the completion of the wine-press is
welcome. You will beinvited to have asip of the ‘new wine
inthe ‘new wine-press'!

The Formation Check-up

The Genera Definitor for Formation Br. Carlos Novoa
from Rome and his Secretary Br Rocca, who were on their
visits to different formation houses in India, landed herein




order to feel the pulse of formation at Monte Mariano. We
extended to them a warm welcome as they arrived here on
18th August 2009.

They had a pleasant interaction with the novices and the
postulants and were pleased with their enthusiasm and response.
Their cordia meeting with the community memberswas marked
with an exchange of experiences and ideas. The common
concern of the entire Order towards the formation of our
younger brothers was made evident by the vist of these brothers.

Visit of our General Minister

It was an event of the year, when our beloved General
Minister Very Rev. Br. Mauo Johri visited our Friary along
with The General Definitor, Br. John Anthony and the Asst.
General Secretary, Br. Charles Serignat. Even though they
arrived in the evening, when it was dready dark, their presence
truly brought brightness and happiness into our fraternal life.
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We received them with garlands at the main gate and
accompanied them to the church in procession. Then we had
ashort prayer service. After the evening prayers we enjoyed
amodest but tasty dinner befitting the General’svisit. N ex t
day during Mass, Br. General Minister preached a meaningful
homily. Later at 9.30 a.m. he addressed al the brothers and
friars. He pointed out that our call isto be like St. Franciswho
followed Christ and his Gospel way of life. Br. Genera Minister
and his companions left Monte Mariano with afeeling of holy
stisfaction.

Wewishdl our confreresaVery Joyful Christmas. May the
Incarnate Son blessall of usand makeustrueinstrumentsof Joy
and Peacein thecoming year 2010.

- Kripalaya in News:
s Star of Mysore
o)

A DAY OF REJOICE AT KRIPALAYA
By S.R. Krishna Murthy

A priestinthe
Christian
community is not
sdlected without any
background. The
would be priest is
selected from a §
religiousfamily. He |
isthen given proper [
education to be a




model in hislife style. After he becomes a priest, he will be
looked upon by the community for dl their problems. Therefore
he has to be a good counsellor too.

He must know basics of first aid, abit of farming, animal
husbandry, etc., to be avery useful person. The future priests
will have to pass athree-year theology examination. For this
purpose, the Christian missionary has built several colleges
throughout the country, one of which islocated in Bogadi,
Mysore — Kripalaya Institute of Philosophy and Religion.

There are about 90 students in this college coming from al
over India, especially from North East and western coastal
belt. Nearly 39 priests pass out from here every year.

The Institute celebrated Sahrudaya-2009 Seminary Day
on Nov. 26. Monsignor Dr. Marie Joseph, Vicar General of
Mysore and Visiting Professor to the Chair of Christianity at
the University of Mysore, was the chief guest. Rev. Dr. Vincent
G. Furtado Ofm Cap, Provincial Minister of Holy Trinity
Province of Karnataka, presided. The Rector of KripalayaBr.
Denis Viegas gave an account of the activities of the institute.
Apart from a couple of dances to film tunes, cultural events
included two skits, lasting an hour each.

'The Seal of Confession'

The first
one was an
English skit
named The Sed
of Confession,
with adetective
touch to the
secrecy to be
maintained by a 8




priest after listening to a confession. The plot was interesting.
Four Brothers and four Sisters are murdered in a city. The
murderer confesses his act to a Father of the Church. Though
now the Father knows the culprit, he wasin adilemmaasto
whether to reveal the name of the murderer to the Police or
not.

The diktats do not allow him to reveal the name of the
murderer to the Police, as revelation of a confession would
make people lose faith in the act of confession itself. He
concludes that the series of murder would not stop. After
much thinking, he finds a connection among al the murders. All
the murders had been done on some Christian Holy Day, like
Ash Wednesday etc. The names of the victims are found hidden
in the Ten Commandments. The Father concluded that the
name of the next victim must be found in the Ninth
Commandment. He does find it and the Police shoots the
murderer while hewasin the act of murdering his ninth victim.

The plot was good. Rigorous training was evident in the
act.

'‘Dundugaara M aga’

The second drama, Dundu-gaara Maga, which they had
called a Nrutya Nataka, wasin fact a Rupaka containing both
text and song. Thisis a Kannada version of the story ‘The
Prodigal Son'.

In the last scene where the prodigal son is accepted back
to the family, the father tells how a house should be built —
on the foundation of Kindness (Daye), with a frontage of
forgiveness (Kshame), having the walls of tolerance (Sahane)
and covered with the roof of compassion (Karune). The pictorid
depiction of this scene was very effective.

Kripalaya can boast of having in its wing a very good
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musician in Vice-Rector Br. Melwin D'Souza. He has done the
music score for both dramas superbly. Hismusical ability was
evident earlier, when the invocation song Kaiya Mugidu
Manivenido was sung by a group of studentsin a flawless
Carnatic style. Later, Br. Jacob and troupe presented a
symphony with eight rhythm guitars, four violins, four mouth
organs, one key-board, one lead guitar and one Congo drum.
The deliberations concluded with the Kripalaya Anthem.

Star of Mysore, 28. 2009
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SFO Celebr ates: -

The SFO community of Chikmaga ur Diocesewasenriched
by theright animation of Br. Anand Castelino who washereen
route DohaQatar. Hewasthrilled to seetheir keeninterest in
SFO and especially the warm welcome he received from the
Parish Priestsof Chikmagaur Diocese. Thisgavehimasplendid
boost to animatetheir activities. Hewaswith usfor afew days
and was busy in the SFO apostolate. Apart from thishe also
helped usin the school activities. The climax of his stay was
marked by the grand cel ebration of thefeast of our founder St.
Francisat diocesan level that took place onthe 11 of October
at BalaYesus Nivas. Nearly 200 SFO members attended the
programme. Br. Arthur Prashanth Menezes, OFM Cap. the
Superior and the Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s Friary, Lower
Kasarkod wasthe main celebrant and the preacher. He preached
a touching homily and enlightened the members about the
greatness of SFO and he advised al of usto be proud of being
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membersof thisgreat Franciscan Family. Theday wascolorful
with thevariouscultural programmes performed by theyoung
and old. The spiritual assistant Br. Anand and our regent Bro.
Sudhir helped theminthe choir. We had awonderful experience
with our brothersand sisters.

A Day to Accelerate:-

The 6" October aspecial day inthechroniclesof BalaYesu
Nivasto remember. The day wasfull of fun and frolic aswe
enjoyed celebrating the birthday of our dear Br. Baptist
Gonsalves. The Eucharist was celebrated in the evening and
thereafter followed the Dinner wherein the superior thanked Br.
Baptist for beingagood friarin BalaYesu Nivasand for taking
keeninterestintheliturgica ceebrationsand for offering Eucharist
for dl thedevoteeswho frequent thisinfant Jesus Shrineeveryday.

HisGraceArchbishop GluseppedeAndrea -

Eden gardens
the newly built
houseof Mr. Hilary
Cradta, theyounger
brother of Br.
Victor Crasta, the
superior of Bala
Yesu Nivas, was |
blessed and
inaugurated by His
Grace Archbishop Giuseppe deAndrea, the reti red apostolic
nuncioto Kuwait, Yemen, Bahrain & Qatar anddsothe Apostalic
delegateto the Arabian peninsula, on 171" October. HisGrace
cameadl theway from Vatican City to blessthenewly built house
of hisPersona Assistant Mr. Hilary Crastaat Navoor in Bantval
Taluk of Mangalore Diocese. All of uswent to participateinthe




inauguration and housewarming of Eden Gardens. Onthe 21
October HisGracevisited BalaYesu Nivas. IntheMorning he
attended the school assembly and delivered asweet messageto
thelittlechildren of our school and offered caketo the students.
Thereafter he blessed and inaugurated the newly built computer
section of our school. Afterwards hehad aninterview with the
journalists and the report appeared in all the major dailies of
Chikmagalur. Intheafternoon he paid afraternal visit to the
bishop of Chikmaga ur asheknew him persondly at the Vatican.
ThenHisGraced so visited theminor seminary of Chikmagal ur
diocese. Heleft usonthe22™to Bangdoretovisit our provincid,
the capuchin housesand a so Vidhana Saudhathe state parliament
enroute Rome. Our superior accompanied HisGraceand took
motherly caredl throughfor 10 daysasHisGracebeing 80 year
old and did not enjoy very good health.

Children’sDay:-

Our school celebrated
thechildren’sday on 14" of
November. The mode of
celebrationwastoogrand as
like the school day
celebration. On that day
teachers acted as students
anddidal thedally activities
of the school such as
conducting the assembly
proceedings, reading the
newspapersand so on. They aso put up acolorful programfor
the studentsand | theteachersdanced to thetunethat marveled
every onegathered. Sweet itemsweresponsored by Mr. Ronald
Sequeiraour well-wisher to all the students. All the students
werevery happy asthey took part inthe Fancy DressComptition.




Br. Baptist and Mr. Ronald were thejudgesand the chief guests
of thefunction. Br. Baptist explainedin detail the meaning and
originof theChildren’sday inIndia. Hundredsof parentswitnessed
the day’s program and felt proud to be the parents of thisup-
coming prestigiousschool. Oneof theitemswas selected asthe
best oneand it appeared inthe daily newspaper “ Prgjavani” on
the next day. Hemanth Kumar, the Std. 111 student bagged this
prize.

Wewill be having a Christmas programme on the 23" of

December and al of you arewelcome. Meanwhile, wewishyou
all avery happy Christmasand aprosperous New Y ear 2010.

Br. Sudhir D’ Souza

VANDHANA FROM
SHANTHI SADHANA

Tobeginwiththatwhich
many prefer to do at the
end, speakssweetly of what
isforemostinour mind and
heartinthis‘ Nativity |ssue
of Fraternity — ‘Tis
CHRISTMAS

Fondfdicitationsthen,
for agracefilled and happy
Christmastothereadership

; . _ ef 5
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bring you up-to-date with
thehapsand eventsat FISI.




Ashram Week:

Whilemany seek a‘ vishramweek’ after thefatigue of some
study or work, the students of thediplomacoursein Franciscan
Spirituality went for an Ashram Week from 18 — 24 October.
Buthanahd li near Bannerghatta, Bangd orehasnothingtodowith
‘bhutal or ‘ pretha asitisthe name of the placewherethewell-
known Ashram run by the CMI fathers, with Swami Vineeth as
itslearned and holy *guru’, issituated. Surrounded by avariety
of treesand plants, vegetation and flowers, shrubsand greenery,
asitis, the Ashramisawelcome hometo seekersof inner peace
and harmony. The DFS students, numbering 24, along with Br.
Dol phy Paisthe prospective Assistant Director and designated
programme coordinator of FISI, spent six full daysin more
contemplation and lessaction, moreslencethan chat, morework
than walk, more listening than speaking — in one phrase —
interiorizing thefour months' study of Franciscan Spiritudity. The
input sessionsin the morning, the output sessionsduring the day
andthe*satsangh’ sessonsintheeveninginterspersed with prayer
and worship sessions, wereall experientia and enriching tothe
group. Thevegetarian diet of the Ashram delighted the DFS
students to the extent of calling it *super’, ‘excellent’ and
reminiscent of their own dietsback intheir institutes. * Good',
‘very good', ‘fine’, and ‘ very fine', werethegenera impressons
of the participantsabout the Ashram experience, which they would
like to recommend to those who would come after them, of
course, sanssnakesand other insectshaving afreemovementin
the Ashram premises!

Br. Jodl, the Jewd!:

Jewelsusually areexpensiveto beeasily acquired. Br. Joel
Pintoisajewel of quite another worth that FISI inherited and
treasured for over five years. However, sister sickness that
recently afflicted hiskidneysand put himonregular dialysishas
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also deprived FISI of hisprecious presence, asthe provincial
minister of Karnatakadecided to take himto ‘* Saccidananda’,
Raginagar, tobecloseto St. Theresa shospital whichisablock
away fromthere, tofacilitate histreatment. On 26 October we
bade him farewell with asad heart, wishing him at the sametime
Godspeed and good health. We place on record the singular
servicesherendered to FI S| as Assistant director, Spiritud father
and aboveall, aloving, resourceful brother.

Newest and Best:

It is Br. Dolphy Pais again. He stepsin as the freshly
appointed Assistant Director and Spiritual guide of FISI on29
November 2009. Hisappointment fillsthevoid that waskeenly
feltintheingtitutesince Br. Joel Pintotook ill on20 July and got
admittedin St. Theresa shospital. Our good wishesaccompany
Br. Dolphy Paisinevery aspect of hisspiritua and adminigtrative
assistancetoFISI.

Institute Day:

Conventiondly FISI used to keep up the* Convocation Day’
at theend of the academic year inthethird week of March. The
paucity of thoseaiming at adiplomain Franciscan spirituality in
particular and the diminishing number of participantsinthethird
termingenera, induced the staff to celebratethe Annua Day’
of theindtituterather than sticking to aconventioninachanging
situation. Taking advantage of the occasion of thevisit of Br.
Ephrem Bucher, the Swissprovinciad minister and Br. LinusFah,
the project manager, aswell asBr. Hans of the same province,
wekept 29 November, Sunday, asour Ingtitute Day. Witharound
100 chosen guestswe had asolemn cel ebration of the Eucharist
with Brs. Ephrem and Linustogether with Br. Vincent Furtado,
our provincia minister asthemain celebrants. A liturgica dance
by some of our swift footer sisters set the welcometone of the
celebration. TheFI Sl choir under the baton of Br. Dolphy Pais
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andthemusical help of DITH brothers, sang beautifully adding
melody to worship. Br. Jossy, the director of FISI welcomed
the chief guests and the rest of the invitees charmingly and
disarmingly beforethe second part of the Institute Day, viz., the
luncheon began. In the same breath, he also thanked all the
guedtsfor their lovely presenceand lively participationintheday’s
fedtivity. Indeed, it wasaluncheon almost resembling the one
the president of the United Stated hosted to the primeminister of
Indiarecently! Andsowasit, anIngitute Day to beremembered.

Ready on Call:

FISI programmes keep the staff members onerously
occupied. Yet they make their services available whenever
requisitioned. Br. Dolphy Paisisnot afew timescalled asthe
resource person to gpeak on Franciscan-Clarist spirituality. Then
hetook himto bein Mangalore, Mysore, Keralaand Nagaland
not to mention thelightening call hereceived to dothelast minute
replacement of the resource person at thetriennial assembly of
the Holy Family A ssociation of the PCPA in Vishakapattanam
mid-October. Br. Prashanth Kumar is picking up thetricks of
thetrade asthe administrator of FIS| yet doesnot missacall to
dotheministry of supply inthe neighboring parishes. Br. Jossy
flew to Rometo participate in the meeting of theinternational
council for formation of our Order from 12 — 16 October and
later to preach aretreat to the diocesan priestsin Lucknow and
Ursuline sisters in Mangalore. Br. Gerry Lobo, OFM, our
programme coordinator offered hisFranciscan servicestothea
congregation of sistersin Maaysiafor two weeksinthe month
of November. Contact FIS| for the Franciscan availability of the
friard

FISl Facilitates:

That FISI isadesired destination for many agroup both
catholic and ecumenical, isaknown fact. We experienced a
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“house-full’” several timesduring October and November dueto
increasing number of groups coming to FISI for seminars,
conferences, study, retreats and courses. Of these we would
liketomentionjust afew for theedification of Fraternity Readers.
Theseare: thediocesan clergy of Bangal ore, Capuchin pastors
and young priests of Karnataka, Brothers from NARBI
Bangdore. They came, they saw and they returned experiencing
God'sclosenessto themin and through everything they lived and
didat FISI. Comeyoutoo, Brothers, and enjoy the peace and
blissof Shanthi Sadhana.

ASHA KIRAN
WAVES

Pest two months Asha
Kiran wasin high demand.
We had 30 patients on an
average per month. After
the return of Br. Charles
from TTK —Regional
resource centre- Chennai
with the experience of one
month, our de-addiction
programme has taken a
new turn. We have
standardized talks, group
thergpy, family counsding,
individua counseling and
A.A. Mesting.

Br. Deepak attended AGBM meeting of CKSK Society




at Ujire and month’s mind of the father of friar George Monis
a Malandur. We went for the feasts at Tarikere and
Mavinkere. Br.Charles attended AGBM meeting of CHAI at
Vellankanni — Chennai. Br.Deepak gave recollection to the
Sigersat Karehadly, Sharavathinagar, Mary Immaculate, and
Chennagiri.. Br.Braggs went to Sorab to give recollection talk
and confessions to the SRA Sisters. Br. Degpak went to
Darshan Institute of Theology and took three days of Pastoral
Theology Classes for Deacons.

Two awareness programmes were conducted for BSW
students of Sahyadri College , Shimoga. Two programmes of
one week each on de-addiction incorporated with retreat were
conducted at Mulki, Divine centre. The resource persons were
Brs.Chetan, Braggs, Charles and Agnd.. Conclusion of Mental
Health Week was a so organized here at AshaKiran under the
leadership of our Dr.Harish M.D. The chief guests present
were three civil judges and President of Lawyers union,
Bhedravathi.

Br.Charles attended the feasts of St. Charles Borromeo at
St.Charles Convent, New town and Nirma Hospita, old town,
Bhadravathi. Br.Braggs attended the same feast at Mary
Immaculate convent, Shimoga.

Our 8th Annual Day of AshaKiran was celebrated on the
15th of Nov, 09. Our Provincial was the Main Celebrant for
Mass and he presided over the function as well. Ms. Rita
Madtha, officer of WWomen and Child devel opment, Shimoga
was the Chief guest. Br. Deepak welcomed one and all. Br.
Charlesfdlicitated the chief guests and the benefactors. Sober
addicts were honored by Br. Provincial.. After the dances,
speeches, games and Prize distribution Br. Braggs gave the
Vote of thanks. Nearly 250 people were present.

Br. Agnel came here mid February this year and he was
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very active asamember of the fraternity and also in the Pastora
ministry assigned to him. Lately he preached aretreat to the
youth of Sakinaka, Mumbai. On the 20th Nov, he left usfor
Pastoral experience as arranged by the Superiors. We thank
him and assure our prayerful support.

Wehad twofriar guestsinthe person of Brs. Jossy Fernandes
and Arun Lobo. We had guests Priestsand Sistersto whomwe
extended Franciscan hospitdity. Wewish dl our brothersaThrice
Happy Christmasand agracefilled New Year 2010.

CHIKODI
NEWS

Best Trainee Teacher:

Br. John Peter had been =g
a member of Christalaya |
fraternity since 7th May
2008. He gained a lot of |
experience a our St. Francis |
of Assis School, Chikodi as
a teacher for six months.
During these months he was
popular and familiar with al |
the students, staff and
parents. In January 2009 he
became a regular B.Ed [
student at the R.D. College, [

Chikodi. By his attractive | ==l S




and friendly ways he endeared himself to the staff and the
students and was elected as the Dean of the B.Ed College.
There were more than ten prospective candidates amongst 95
B.Ed students and he was elected Dean.

R. D. Collegeisknown for its academic excellence in the
state with cent percent results and merits. Students are well
taken care off. At times classes are conducted on Sundays and
holidays. Br. John Peter has done well in the college. He has
won “the Best Trainee Teacher” award for the year 20009.
Now heiswaiting to write hisfinal exanimations and begin his
professional life asteacher. He will be missed by the people,
priests and sisters to whom he rendered pastoral ministry at
Chikodi and around. Christalaya wishes every successto Br.
John Peter for his future.

The Social worker:

Br. Blaize Rodrigues is our witness to the villages as a
Franciscan social worker. During the past 28 months he has
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aufficiently engaged himself in severd socid up-lift programmes
for the surrounding villages. He had his own initial teething
troubles which he has successfully overcome by his characteristic
patience and enduring efforts. As the director of Vimukti and
with the collaboration with the Belgaum Diocesan Socid Service
Society heisreaching out to nearly 72 villages in the Chikodi
Tauk. Regular viststo the villages dong with co-socid workers,
frequent awareness seminars and meetings, and a persi stent
attempt in contacting concerned government offices for socia
uplift schemes, and associating himsalf with other smilar non-
government organi zations has brought visible successin his
socia apostolate. Besides, he is also appointed a member in
the Belgaum Diocesan commission for labour and welfare.

[11. Education for Amelior ation

To meet the educationd needs of the locality a school was
established about nine years ago at Chikodi. Since people
clamor for education in English medium, efforts were made to
secure a non-objection certificate from the state government
for acentral English medium school. But it was obstinately
refused as the government was bent on for the regiona language
policy. The hard struggle for an English medium school fell on
the shoulders of Br. George Monis, Principa of our St. Francis
of Assisi School, Chikodi. Apart from the crux of English
medium he had to set right severa irregularities of the school
land, building and the site plan, with the benevolent co-operation
of Br. Vincent Furtado, our provincial, and the Capuchin
Education Board's Secretary, Br. Joachim D’ Souza he has
obtained the non objection certificate from the Karnataka
Government for an English medium Central school. However
alot more has yet to be achieved. The infrastructures such as
completed school building, equipped library and alaboratory
and other things are to be settled with.
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Due to the English medium we expect full strength of
studentsin our classes. Due to non-availability of the N.O.C
we have lost several new admissions and lost some existing
numbers. Br. George Monis is doing a strenuous job at the
school. We hope and pray that Br. George Moniswill soon get
our St. Francis of Assisi school under the 1.C.S.E. board,
New Delhi. We are happy to announce that Br. George Monis
is chosen asamember in the diocesan Educational commission.

Pastoral Activities:

Oursisasmdl catholic flock. In the entire Chikodi taluka
we have only 40 Catholicsincluding 4 priests, 4 Augustinglan
Missionary Sisters and 11 people connected with our school.
There are avery few glamorous events in the parish. In 1999
we had once read the marriage banns. Now in 2009 we
announced the nuptia banns again.

On 4th October, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi was
celebrated also as the parish feast. Rt. Rev. Peter Machado,
Bishop of Belgaum was the main celebrant. Priests and sisters
from Deanery joined the celebration. It wasthe first experience
to Br. Vitus Prabhudas our parish priest and superior. Br.
George Monis conducted the feast- choir; Brs. John Peter and
Blaize Rodriguestook charge of other arrangementsincluding
the dinner for the guests and the parishioners.

Sad News;

Early morning on 27th September 2009 we received the
sad news of the passing away of Mr. Paul Monis, beloved
father of Br. George Monis. Fraternity offered aholy massfor
the departed. Br. George Monisleft for Maandur for the last
rites. May the soul of Mr. Paul Monisrest in peace.

We wish to al our Brothers avery Happy Christmas and
a Joyful Year 2010.
Br. Vitus Prabhudas Pinto
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Kripalaya
iIn News
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Hello Friends, we the brothers of Kripalaya take pleasure
in sharing our plenitude of life at Kripalaya, which isaways
exciting and full of verve. Let your eyes beriveted to the paper
as you read these newsitems. Here isthe birds' eye view of
our fraternity.

Aggiornomento:

It was agreat joy for all of usto get recharged with the
Franciscan Spirit and we were blessed to have the presence of
the Franciscan scholar in the person of Fr. Jerry Lobo to
animate our annual retreat from 24th — 30th September. He
hel ped us to know more about Franciscan idedls and life style.
Hisway of animating was very smple yet soul-stirring. Thus
this retreat enabled us to prepare ourselves to celebrate the
feast of our Father St. Francisin amore meaningful way.

Franciscan Confluence:

All the Franciscan families of the Mysore Diocese came
together for a day of sharing the Franciscan joy at Kripalaya
on 2nd of October. The Resource person of the day, Br.
Dolphy Pais' talk was indeed Franciscan and truly inspiring.
Bishop of Mysore, Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Anthony Vazhapilly
celebrated the Eucharist. This event was made more colorful
as the Franciscan families put up some cultural programs. The
program culminated with the prayerful and crestive presentation
of the Trangtus of our Father . Francisby Kripaayabrothers.

The Festal Ring Tones:
The feast of our Father St. Francis was celebrated with
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joy and devotion. In preparation to the great event three days
of novenawas beautifully animated by brothers on Franciscan
themes. Rev. Fr. Jose Aikara was the main celebrant for the
festal mass. Many of the Diocesan priests and religious of
Mysore diocese joined usin the cel ebration and enhanced our

10y.
Sports Gala:

In order to refresh our minds Kripalaya clicked sports
meet for the brothers. Br. Rector officidly inaugurated the sports
meet of the year 2009. It was time for all the brothers to
interact with one another and show their team spirit, vigor,
vitdity and talents of sportsmanship.

Kripalaya Sahrdaya: “ Meeting of Hearts’

The most awaited day at last arose with beautiful dawn of
The 26th November 2009 under the caption “Kripalaya
Sahrdaya 2009.” We made this event a successful, enchanting
and memorable one. The presidential presence of our dear
Provincial Minister Rev. Fr. Vincent Furtado and esteemed
presence of the Chief Guest Rev. Dr. Marie Joseph, The Vicar
General of Mysore Diocese and Professor of Chair of
Chrigtianity at the University of Mysore. A detailed report of
the cultural programme appears in another page of this
Fraternity.

Parish Day Celebration:

It was a unique opportunity for usto celebrate our parish
day in St. Peter’s Church premise at Bogadi. It wastruly aday
of unique experience as we made ourselves available in the
parish and showed our active involvement in the parish in and
through our presence. We also put up a beautiful dramawith

afamily message.
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Kripalaya Rocks:

Brothers with
their  rigorous
preparation had
gone to participate
in the “Diocesan
Carol  Singing |
Compstition” onthe
6th December 2009.
Under the leadership of Br. Melwyn our brothers secured the
14 Prizein Kannada, English and Konkani categoriesrespectively.

Brother General Visits Us

~ WELLUME 10 We were
BR. MAURO JGHRI @ grace-filled by the
MINISTER GENERAL Gracious Visit of
Our Brother Generdl,
along with his
Definitor Br. John
Antony and his
Secretary  Br.
Charles. Thewhole
community wasat theMain Gatetowe comeour Brother Genera
Br. Mauro. Br.Rector welcomed him with a Garland. The
honourable Guests were greeted with music and melody of
jubilations. Brother General animated uswith aspirited message
to keep theflames of our Capuchin Franciscan Flamesdivein
our life. Br. Generd inaugurated the Franciscan Capuchin Heritege
Museum. It wasthe brain child of our Br. Rector. Br. Genera
had aword of appreciation for usfor what we did during his
shortvisittous.

We the Staff and student body of KripalayaWish you a
“Merry Christmasand aProsperous New Year 2010.”
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DARSHAN
HIGHLIGHTS

Seminar on Social Action

As Vimukti 4.4
Charitable Trust is ¢ € H R I S T
basking in the joy of its «

Decennial Celebration, €
the JPE & SA(Justice
Peace Ecology and °
Social Action) o B
Commissonorganizeda 4/
three days Seminar for ¢
the Theologians of «
Darshan Ingtitute from <
the 23rd September to
25th September. The
theme for the Seminar .
was: “Human Right & a -
Issues and our Relevance and Response”. Br. Josa/ Femand&s,
the Director of FISI inaugurated the Seminar. Br. Joachim
D’ Souza, the Chairperson of JPE & SA and Secretary of
Vimukti Charitable Trust presented the Introductory Talk. On
the first day Br. Vincent Furtado, the President of JPE & SA
Commission gave atalk on the topic “ Conception of a Utopia
for Ddits’. On the Second Session Ms. Vidya Dinkar, a Socid
Activist from Dakshina Kannada gave some important
information about RTI (Right To Information). On the next day
Fr. Cedrick Prashanth SJ, aNationd level Human Right Activig,
Gujarat explained to us the Papa Encyclical “Caritas in
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Veritatag’. In histalk he stressed on the concepts of Common
Good and Justice. On the last day our own Friars who are
heading various Social Work Projectsin our Province placed
before us their own experience and encouraged us to plunge
into the field of Social Work. We are grateful to Brs. Arun
Lobo. Vinod Mascarenhas, Rayappa Deepak, Blaise Rodrigues
for sharing their experience with us.

Throughout these three days alot of valuable information
was imparted to us but what made the Seminar il interesting
was the numerous documentaries, interaction with the resource
persons, group discussions and the personal experience of our
own Friars working in this field. We are grateful to all the
members of JPE & SA for organising this Seminar for us.

Feast of St. Francis

The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi was celebrated with
great pomp and grandeur. His Grace Most Rev Dr. Bernard
Moras, Archbishop of Bangalore officiated at the Festive
Eucharigtic Cdebration. Meaningful Liturgy and meodious choir
helped us to give thanks and praise to Almighty God in St.
Francis-way. The graceful presence of our esteemed guests
both at the Eucharistic meal and fraternal meal set the tone of
festivity at Darshan Indtitute.

Retreat

The annual retreat preached by Fr. Sanjay, ayoung and
energetic Redemptorist Priest has enabled usto shape our life
after the example of Jesus Christ our Eternd Priest. During this
retreat which began on 26th October and ended on 31st
October, the preacher urged usto grow in intimacy with Christ
and radiate Christ in al our encounters with others.

Institute Day
On the 15th November we celebrated the Institute Day.
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The Cultural programme began at 5.30. Rev. Dr. Clement
Campos C. Ss. R. the Rector of St. Alphonsus College,
Bangdore wasthe Chief Guest. Therdevant and well performed
drama: “The Cure of Ars” won the hearts of all. Brothers of
the Academies of our Institute really rocked the stage with
their brilliant performance of culturd folk dances and Western
dances. The entire audience was enthralled asking for more
but we wound up the evening show to assure them to come
back with big bang the next time.

Seminar on Priesthood

Darshan Indtitute of Theology organised ahaf day Seminar
on “Challengesto Christian Priesthood” on 28th November to
mark the Year of Priests. After the Invocation Br. Charles
Furtado, the Dean of Studies delivered the Welcome Address
inwhich he drew our attention to preach to oneself what one
preachesto others. Then Br. Andrew Anil Sequeira, the Rector
informed us about the crisisin the life of Priestsin his Keynote
Address. After that Rev. Fr. Jacob Parappaly MSFS ddlivered
his talk on the topic Historical Background to Christian
Priesthood. After the tea break Br. Albert Lewis spoke on the
topic Challenges for Priestsin Contemporary Society.. After
that Mr. Prem Colaco, the Parishioner presented to us“ The
Expectations of People from Priests Today” . Their talkswere
Moderated by Br. Patrick Crasta. Br. Dolphy Pais and Br.
Charles Furtado respectively. In the concluding Session Br.
Vincent Furtado urged usto reach out to people concretely.

Ministry Abroad

Br. BonaMarcel rendered his service in German Parishes
for three months. Br. Andrew Anil Sequeira preached aretreat
to the Priests of Arabian Vicariate at Abu Dhabi. Br. Patrick
Crasta conducted two Intense Courses on “ Franciscan Spiritua
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Accompaniment”. One for the ‘ Students of Masters for the
Formators at Anthonianum, Rome. Second for the * Formators
of the Capuchin Cloistered Sisters’ at St. Lawrence Collegein
Rome. Indeed al the Friars and brothers are actively involved
in various kinds of ministry- be it lecturing, preaching,
administering Sacraments, music etc.

Welcome dear Brothers

We extended a warm welcome to French Provincia Br.
Pio on 16th November. On 30th November we a so welcomed
Swiss Provincial Br. Ephrem Bucher, his Secretary Br. Linus
and Br. Hans.

3D-Ceebration

On 30th November we had atriple celebration- i) Feast
day of our Rector ii) Birthday of our Rector iii) Community
Day. The celebration commenced with the special Morning
Prayer service. At 11:30 Rector officiated at the Eucharistic
Cel ebration which was con-celebrated by our esteemed guests,
Br. Ephrem Bucher, Swiss Provincial, Br. Linus and Friars
from our community and our neighbouring communities.

During the felicitation followed by afraternal meal, Br.
Charles Furtado appreciated Br. Rector for his commitment
and service to our community. Br. Vincent Furtado, the Provincia
Minister, who also graced the occas on acknowledged the hard
work and commitment to our community and the Province at

large.
In the Bosom of the Father

Mr. Henry Sumi, the beloved brother of our dear brother
Justin Sumi from Nagaland, passed away on 2nd December.
The funeral service was held on 3rd December. We pray that
God may grant him Eternal Rest and consolation and peace to
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our Br. Justin and his dear ones as they are mourning the
departure of their beloved one.

Ministry of Acolytes

On 5th December during the Holy Eucharist at 11:30 am,
our Rector conferred the Ministry of Acolyteto 21 of our Il
year brothers. On the previous day Br. Ligoury Noronhaguided
them to prepare themselves intensively to receive the grace to
serve at the Altar. Congratulation Brothers!

Crash Courses to Deacons

The deacons after completing their Theological Course,
commenced the Pastoral Course on 2nd November. We are
grateful to these Professors for guiding our deacons with their
respective courses. Fr. Ronald Serrao — Parish Liturgy, Sr.
Juliana Pinto, UFS- Pastoral Counselling, Sr. Valsa, FMM —
Socia-Legal Issues, Br. Marian Miranda— Pastoral Ministry,
Br. Chetan Lobo — Communication, Br. Edwin Colaco — Parish
Adminigtration and Liturgy, Br. Andrew Anil Sequeira—Mord
Development and Formation, Br. Stanley Coelho —Marriage
and Family Counselling, Br. Rayappa Deepak- Pastoral
Theology, Br. V.J. Menezes, Homiletics, Br. Arun Lobo and
Fr. Faustine — Social Action.

We areall busy in this month of December, preparing for
the Christmas, yet not so
busy as not to wish you on
this occasion.

So we wish you all
Merry Christmas
and Prosperous
New Year 2010
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SACCIDANANDA

Feast day and birthday Bellsring at Saccidananda

We celebrated Provincial’s Feast Day on September 271,
Being Sunday, the celebration began with the Sunday liturgy
with the people. The provincial presided over the Eucharist
and broke the word, giving the life and mission of the St.
Vincent de Paul. The Sunday congregation greeted him with
words, songs and flowers around the breakfast table. Many a
friends and relatives visted persondly or greeted over the phone.
In the evening dl the friars from our neighbouring communities
gathered to greet him and joined him for a festal banquet.
Whiledl spokewd| of the provincid, he on histurn spokewell
of hisbrothers.

On 8th of November our dear Br. Joel Pinto celebrated
his birthday. Though heis having an indifferent health, he was
joyful and grateful for the gift of life. Being the Sunday, we
officiated at the liturgy. A few words, he spoke, expressed the
spiritudity of hislife, Hewasinfinitely grateful for al that heis
and that he has become during the past 70 years. In the evening
friars we together with the brothers from our neighbouring
communities gathered around him and expressed our fraternal
appreciation and greetings through words, songs and flowers.

Retreats at Saccidananda: Br. Joel Pinto iswith usand
regaining his health. Heisever ready to help anyonein their
gpiritual needsif they are able to come to Saccidananda. He
has aready directed a few sisters who desired to do their
spiritua retreat. All are welcome, but come in small number.
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Hearty Welcome: * You are welcome' is our motto. Your
satisfaction through our persona serviceis our endeavour. The
list of those for whom we played hogt, islong. It may good to
mention afew important and extraordinary guests. Among them,
oneis Msgr. Josephus Andrea, the retired apostolic nuncio,
but now working at Vatican, who stayed with usin the company
of Br. Victor Crasta.

Then camethe provincia minister of France, Br. Fio Murat,
on hisway to the province of Tamilnadu paid afraternal visit
to our province as our two brothers, Alwyn Dias and Santa
Lopez areliving in his province and sponsored for their studies.

We were also happy to extend our fraternal hospitality to
our brothers and benefactors from the province of Switzerland:
Brs. Ephram Buecher, the provincial mingiter, Linus Faeh, the
mission secretary and Hans. They were happy to experience
our life at Shanti Sadhana, Kripalaya, Darshan Institute of
Theology and Saccidananda. Now we are eagerly looking
forward for the fraterna vist of our Generd Minister, Br. Mauro
Johri who will shortly be us.

Beforewe concludewewould liketo greet onedl A VERY
HAPPY AND GRACEFILLED SEASON OF Christmasand
Prosperous New Year 2010.

L]
Can't sleep?

Try counting your

The Best Vitamin

° for g Chrishan
blessings. Ll
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SEVAK HITS A GOLDEN
FIFTY NOT OUT

Mangalore, Oct 11: It was an evening most would ook
forward to especially on a Sunday evening.

“Bhangarotsav”, the event to mark the golden jubilee
celebration of “Sevak”, Konkani monthly, organized at Don
Bosco Hall, had dl the ingredients to make it an epoch making
event. Therewas entertainment, melodrama, fun, dance, music,
surprises and of course emotions galoreto makeit amemorable
evening. Inthe midst of this memorable event there was a
touching moment as the function began by observing one minute
silence in memory of the recent flood victims and the families
affected by the natural calamity.

Rev. Bishop Aloysius Paul D Souza who presided over
the golden jubilee celebration described it as ‘ history making
event’. “When aman reaches 50 years heis able to accomplish
most of his dreams and ambitions and almost settlesin life.




But for a publication completing 50 yearsis nothing but creating
history. Sevak celebrating 50 years of publication isa proud
moment in the history of Konkani publication. By enrolling
18,000 subscribers ‘ Sevak’ has created history and has made

Wishing many more fruitful years ahead in the service of
family, the Bishop commended the publication for identifying
the three families and for felicitating them during the event. “It
was thoughtful and a unique way to identify these families’ he
said referring to the awards given to three families for their
unigqueness and through that for contributing to the betterment
of the society. Sevak hasimmensdly contributed for promoting
family values, spiritua values and for the promotion of Konkani
thus promoting the wellbeing of the society in genera”, he
stated.

In aunique gesture the golden jubilee celebration of the
monthly included present golden jubilee awardsin three unique
categories, which made thisfunction aunique one. Serrao family
of Moodbidri which contributed 7 children out of 11 in the
service of god and humanity (6 priestsand 1 nun) was fdicitated




by the Bishop for their unique contribution. The other unique
award instituted was for the couple who spent highest number
of marital yearstogether. The couple Joan D Souza (92) and
hiswife (Angdine D Souza) (88) bagged the award for spending
69 years of marital life, arecord which is sure to remain for
yearsto come. The crowd greeted the couple with athunderous
applause as they cameto the stage for felicitation. Thethird
gpecia award wasfor the catholic family with the highest number
of children. Belthangady’s Thimothy Rodrigues and hiswife
Lilly Rodrigues who have 16 children bagged this award and
the couple was felicitated by Fr Vincent Gabriel Furtado,
Karnataka state Provincial, Capuchin. They were felicitated
with a shawl, a citation, mementos and cash awards.

Prizes were also given away to the winners of the
competitions Sevak had organized to mark its golden jubilee
celebration in categories such short story, poetry and humorous
writing. Fr Oswald Monteiro scored a double winning 1st
place in short story and humorous writing category.

The shadow of the havoc caused by the recent floodsin
the state had its echoes in the celebrations of the golden jubilee
celebrations. Many of the chief guests scheduled to grace the
occasion could not be present asthey are busy overseeing the
relief operationsin the flood affected areas. Rev Fr Vincent
Gabriel Furtado, Karnataka State Provincia of Capuchin was
the guest of honour. Francis Fernandes, Cascia, Walter
Nandalike, Editor in Chief of Daijiworld.com, Ivan D’ Souza,
Advocate and Vice President of D K District Congress
Committee, Stanly Fernandes, Muscat and Leo Rodrigues,
Abu Dhabi were the guests of honour on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion Ivan D Souza commended Sevak
for providing aforum for Konkani writers and thus promoting
Konkani language. “1 salute the Capuchinsfor their selfless
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service to humanity. Even after 50 years Sevak shines like
gold with its contribution to strengthen the institution called
family”, he opined.

Editor-in-Chief of daijiworld.com recalled thet that he began
his writing career with Sevak as a teenager and said it was
momentous occasion for him to be a part of the golden jubilee
celebration of the publication. “It isamatter of great pride that
Sevak has been able to have 18,000 subscribers, which spesks
of its popularity. Sevak has ushered in arevolution, newness
in the last 5 years and has created its place in history of
Konkani publications’, he stated.

The occasion aso marked the release of CD “Utsav”,
containing 10 songs written by Capuchin brothers and was
released by Francis Fernandes. The Souvenir to mark the
occasion was released by Walter Nandalike. The Music
Directors, lyricists and writers were invited to the stage and
werefelicitated.

On the historic occasion al the 12 editors of Sevak who
had guided the publication since its inception were remembered
for their contribution in popularizing Sevak and were felicitated
though only 4 of them could be present on the stage. The
founder editor 98 year old Fr Vincent Lobo could not be
present due to ill health but his message was read out to the

people.

The suave editor of Sevak Fr John Harry D Souza
wel comed the gathering and also presented the vote of thanks.
He dso provided the perfect melodrama for the event when he
declared that behind his success thereis woman. It was none
other than his mother who he said provided the inspiration
required for him to shouldering the responsibility assigned to
himinthelast five years as editor of Sevak. Asheinvited the
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woman of hisingpiration to the stage to be fdlicitated by Rev
Bishop Aloysius Paul D Souza, the assembled crowd expressed
their happiness with a thunderous approval.

The event took off with awel come song presented by the
sudentsof SandeshaPrathishtana. It wasindeed amusical night
with*“YeManaa’ group providing aperfect entertainment bonanza
with songs and dance befitting the occasion. Comedy by Jerry
Rasquinhaand Joseph Pinto provided thehumour e ement sending
wavesof laughter among the audience. The stage programme
which began after an hour of music and dance continued after
the stage programme. Geo Agrar played therole of compere
with aplomb.

From Daijiword.com

Manager asked sardar at aninterview.
Canyou spdll aword that hasmorethan 100 |ettersinit?
Sardar replied: -P-O-S-T-B-O-X.

CR AR )
X B XS X

After returning back fromaforeigntrip, sardar asked his
wife,

Dol look likeaforeigner?

Wife: No! Why?

Sardar: InLondon alady asked

meAreyou aforeigner? @

O0 o% o
XS XS X

Onetourist from U.S.A. asked

Sardar:

Any great man born in this

village???

Sardar: no sir, only small

Babies!!! \\:
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VIANNEY SADAN NEHRU NAGAR, BHOPAL

Dear Brothers,

Herewegoto giveyou
a comprehensive
presentation of Vianney
Sadan and St. John Mary
Vianney Church, Nehru
Nagar in the archdiocese of
Bhopal. We regret for
missing in the pages of the
Fraternity of October.

Our Parish is a
blooming parish in the
archdiocese of Bhopal. It
is admired because of the
sincerity, love and dedication of the parishioners.

After redlly struggling for drinking water in the summer as
we had water supply for aternative days, we had pretty good
rainsthis year and the Upper Lake has promising waters for
the coming year. We are grateful to God for the blessingsin
the form of good rains after nearly two years.

We are proud to say that the quality of our parish life has
improved. Everyone admires the hard work that is put in. We
have meaningful liturgies and other activities. Qudity stuff is
provided to the faithful. Lifeis beautiful.

We were happy to welcome Br. Gregory Ivan Dias as our
new member who arrived on 26th June by Jaipur Express for
his community experience. He was welcomed by the parish
community on 28th June, Sunday during the Eucharist. We
wish him al the very best and a happy stay. We aso pray that
God may bless him with good health.




Seven youth of our parish took part in aretreat for first
time organized by the ICYM in Bhopd in July. 1t wasaunique
experience for them which they shared with us. The retreat
has really given them the necessary push to move forward.

The first week of July was a great day for the parish as
a couple’'s marriage was regularized and the children were
adminigtered the Sacraments. The Mother Theresa Sisterswere
instrumental who kept these children and the children of other
two families in their Ashram for a month and taught them
catechism. These children were put in the hostel in order to
give them education.

12th July 2009 we had a special celebration of Yesu
Mahotsava for our Parish. We had the celebration which
began at 8.00 am. with the input sessions, sharing, enriching,
enacting and the samefinally concluded with the Eucharist by
12 noon.

We celebrated our Parish Feast of St. John Mary Vianney
on Sunday the 2nd August with modesty. The whole parish
had a common meal.

Our parish which took part in the Archbishop Eugene
Memoria Football tournament organized by the seminary for
the whole diocese. We reached up to the quarter finals. When
we compare participation of the last yearsit was far better and
the progress is something encouraging. Our youth played a
waell disciplined game which was something unique and they
were heroesin the loca news papersfor their wonderful display
inal spheres of the match. It wasthe unfortunate umpiring that
cost us other-wise we were already in the semi finals. With
such potentials we will be able to achieve in the coming years.

With nine day’s novenawe had the beautiful celebration of
our Lady’s Nativity. A beautiful flag of our Lady of Good
Hedlth was prepared, which attracted the people in and around.
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We were happy to have Br. Joachim D’ Souza with us.
The visit of our brothers encourages us to continue our
missionary endeavour.

The feast of our Holy Father, St. Francis of Assisi was
celebrated in a simple way. Our neighbouring priests and
sistersjoined us for the evening medl.

Our parishioners participated in the Tribal Group dance
competition and came back with the second prize and arolling
shied.

Aswe are busy with our Advent preparations, to have our
Lord being born in our hearts, we pray that God may bless our
effortsand asthe Chrigmasis at hand, wewish al our brothers
A Happy Christmas and a Bright and Prosperous New Year.

Brothers from Vianney Sadan

L ecturer: writeanote on Gandhi Jayanthi
So Sardar writes, “ Gandhi wasagreat man, but | don’t
know whois Jayanthi.

O o% %
O 00 o0

When sardar wastraveling with hiswifein an auto, the
driver adjusted themirror. Sardar shouted, “ You aretrying
to seemy wife? Sit behind. | will drive.

O o0 o°
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Interviewer: justimagineyou areon the3rdfloor, it caught
fireand how will you escape?
Sardar: itssmple. | will ssop my imagination!!!

COR AR )
XA XS X

Teacher: “What iscommon between JESUS, KRISHNA,
RAM, GANDHI andBUDHA?
Sardar: “ All areborn on government holidays...!!!

<T>XUMmMI-A
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Newsfrom the Vice Province

% A\ VERNO FRIARY
‘ GOA

Feast of St.Francis:-

Feest of St. Franciswas | =
indeedaday of rgoicingand | &
thanksgiving. Friends and |
Benefactorsand the Priests
of Deanery wereinvited for
the celebration of the Day.
Fr. ThomasLobo, thedean |
of theMapusaDeanery was |
themain celebrant duringthe [
festal Liturgy. He gave a
wonderful message on St.
Francis and Ecology. Br.
Steve blessed the new
Kitchen wing for the
Boarding. All participatedin
the Festal fellowship Agape.

School Winstrophies:

Many trophies the School secured during the year. Our
School won the champion trophiesfor both boysand girlsin
Hockey tournament at the Statelevel and they represented the
Statein the I nter-State school tournament at Delhi.

Retreats and Meetings:-

Our ViceProvincid Br. Stevefound timeto takeclassesin
Theology at Andhra, Allahabad and Mater Dei, Old God. Besides
he had to attend several commission meetings hereand there.

**********************



Br. Ricofoundtimeto preach afew retreat to Sistersand friars
of North India. Br. Paul Alvarespreached two retreat in Monte
de Guirim campusto the Sisters. Our Boarding and the School
wasvenuefor the All IndiaCatholic Youth Movement Seminar
during the Divali holidays. All thefriarswere busy different
apostolate during thetime.

Welcometo Our General Minister:-

Our friarsareeagerly awaiting for thevigt of our Br. Generd
Minigter. Itisthefirgt timehewould bevisiting our vice Province.
Wewishto makeit agrace and cel ebration of our Franciscan
Brotherhood.

Wegreet dl thereadersof Fraternity for aBlessed Chrismas
and aGrace-filled New Year 2010.

Newsfrom Sri Lanka

THE NEWS FROM SRI LANKA

Peace bewithyou al. We, thefriarsin Sri Lankafeel the
differencethisyear when we sing the song of theangelsaswe
dust out the rust of war, violence, hatred and fear of suicide
bombs.

. Pio'sFeast: St. Pioistheforerunner of Capuchinsin Sri
Lanka. Patronizing him and hispersonal charismisone of the
ways of spreading the Franciscan Capuchin Charism among the
people. Hencethetwo communitiesof Palansenain Negombo,
and the novitiate community at Mawilacel ebrated the feast of
St. Pio, whichwas officiated by the Local Ordinariesand was
attended by lotsof devotees Thefeast culminatedinfood offerings
(danaya), which werelater, distributed among the people.
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The Celebration of the 800 years of the Franciscan
Ruleof Life: The800th Anniversary of the Franciscanlifewas
celebrated on the 3rd of October, by the Franciscan family in Sri
Lankaunder theinitiativeof the OFM’s,.. All themain branches
of thefirst Order, the TOR’s, CM SF, the Holy Cross, FMM'’s
and other congregationstook part intheday’sprogram. Itwas
afull day program culminating in Transitus. All thefriarsand
student friarstook part intheday’sprogram. Thecommunities
pooled their sacrifices at the offertory as a donation to be
forwarded to thevictimsof war. Thefollowing day all thefriars
gathered at the novitiate, to celebratethefeast of St. Francis, at
the Delegationlevel. Br. Arunwasthe main celebrant and Br.
Norbert preached the homily and exalted thefriarsto emulate
the example of our Father Francis. ‘ Why after Francis? And
why not after us?

The Franciscan International, whichisNGO at theUN, is
asomaking asteady progressin Sri Lankaunder the Franciscans
and hasworked silently in bringing pressure on the government
to bring about, peace and justice. Br. Joe Francisrepresentsitin
its meetings. We hope to move forward this venture in co-
operation.

TheBeginning of the Academic year: The brotherswho
madetheir profession in Pakistan returned back to Sri Lanka
after their holidays, to begin their studiesin philosophy along
withtheir seniors, thethreebrothersat Kandy Nationd seminary.
The year began with the retreat preached by Fr. Augustine
Valloran, VCwith histeam and it was attended by 350 students
and staff of philosophy and theol ogy and wasappreciated by all.
Thehouse at Kandy, which was enough to accommodate only
six friarsisin the process of getting anew shape and will be
ready by January 2010.

TheNewnessin Kurunegala: Thelifeat thelittleparish at
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Kurunegaaisawaysbubbling withlifeastheyoung parish priest
Br. Fredrick Braggs, whoisawaysonthemove. Thepeopleare
happy and co-operative. Br. Nishshanka, who completed his
studiesin philosophy, isassisting Br. Braggsand isin theyear of
community experience (Regency). They have managed to seek
thelost and gather theflock together asthe shepherd gathershis
flock.

TheCall to Preach tothepreachers: It wasthetime of
renewal inthe archdiocese of Colombo asit isshepherded by
the new Bishop who earlier served as the secretary to the
congregation for the Sacred Liturgy at the Vatican. With more
than 400 clergy inthediocesetherewascall fromthe Bishopfor
Br. William Andradeto animatetheminthisyear of priests. He
wasableto bring them out of thesheathsthat cover thelifeof the
priest and reinstatein them the truelovefor Jesusinasimple
Franciscanway. Meantimetheyoung onestoo are spotted while
Brs.Joe and Sunil keep themsalvesbusy with recollections, Br.
Aruniscalled to animatethe Colletine Poor Claresin an eight-
day retreat.

May thejoy of Christmasbewithyou.




CUSTODY OF
ST CHARLES LWANGA,
UGANDA

The Chapter of the Custody washeldin St Padre Pio Friary,
at our Custody Curiafrom July 27—30, 2009. All the Capitulars
reached on 26™ by 6p.m. Thetheme was: “ Revitalizing our
Charism and Mission”. The agendawas prepared under the
leadership of Br Max D’ Silva.

Thenew Team

Br John Fernandeswasre-elected as Superior Regular, Br
Max was re-elected as Vicar and First Councillor and Br
Emmanud Maserekawasd ected as Second Councillor.

Silver Jubilee: Br Leo L obo

TheReligiousSilver Jubileeof Br Leo Lobowasce ebrated
on 29" July as all the friars of the Custody gathered for the
Chapter. Br Leo presided over the Eucharist and Br Stephen
Lewispreached aningpiring homily. Br Leorecdled twenty-five
yearsof rdigiouslifeasagift from God and how meaningful they
wereinhislife. A short fdicitation function wasarranged onthe
occasion.

Br Anil Sequeira

Br Anil, the Vicar Provincial wasin the Custody asthe
representative of the Provincial Minister from July 24" to 5
August, 2009. He officiated the Custody Chapter. During his
stay inUgandahevisited al thefraternitiesand personally met
themembers.

Profession
The Solemn Profession of Brs Joslie D’ Silva, Antony
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Jakwonga, MikeMuhasa
and Steven Nsambawas
held on 8" August 20009.
Novice Frank Ssuuna
madehisFirg Profession.
He did his year of
novitiate in Kasita,
Tanzania. The Apostolic
Nuncio to Uganda, His
Excellency Archbishop
Paul Tschang In-Nam
presided over the
Eucharistic celebration.
Br. John Fernandes, the
Superior Regular of the
Custody received their
VOWS.

Seminar 2009

The Seminar for thestudent friarswasheldin Assis Friary,
Kakirafrom July 19 — 24, 2009 under the leadership of Br
Godwin Ogam. Alongwith himtheother fraternity membersBrs
Bdavendra, Maxim Nazareth and RemigiusK asibanted so gave
their helping hand. Sr. Dominic Savio. L SOSF spoke to the
brothers on the importance of vows and how to live them
concretely asCapuchin Brothers. Attheend of the seminar they
spent aday in recollection and renewed their vows.

Deacons

Our Deacons Lawrence Baluku, Remigius Kasibante and
Francis Olowo are getting ready for their priestly Ordinations
whichwill beheld inthemonths of November and December.

We wish you aBlessed Christmas of the Emmanuel and
Showersof Blessing for theNew Year 2010
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ST PIO FRIARY

Cedlebrationsafter celebrations...

It was agreat joy for our fraternity to host the Chapter,
profession of our brothersand now we are getting ready for the
annual feast of our beloved Saint Padre Pio which will beheld
on 27" September 2009. HisExcellency Archbishop Augustine
K asujja, the Apostolic Nuncioin Madagascar will preside over
the Eucharistic Celebration.

Brothersin service...

Br Francis Sseguya and Br John Baluku rendered their
serviceduring their annual holidaysfor two monthsand left for
their respectiveformation housesat theend of August.

Now we ar e seven...

Sevenistheperfect number. Thisyear wehave 7 postulants
from Uganda. On September 3" the fraternity celebrated the
parents day. All the parents of the postulantswere present.

New Team....

After the Chapter wearenow awaiting for thearrival of the
new members namely Steven Nsamba
and Stephen Lewis. Br.
Prakash Lobowill beleaving
to the Provincein October
for treatment.

Wishing all our
Fraternity Readersof Joysof
the Christmasand theHope
of theNew Year 2010.




Festal Greetings and
Showers of Graces

JANUARY 27  Augustine Sunday
01 Peter Byakatonda 28 Anthony Jakwonga
01 Paul Edwangat 28 ThomasD’ Souza
03 Joachim D’Souza 28 Johnson D’ Souza
03 Leolobo 28 Antony Jakwonga
04 Baarg SebastianK 30 GodwinLobo

05 StephenLobo FEBRUARY

06 ArunKumar
07 AnandCastdino
07 Navil Pinto

01 Vincy D’Souza
03 Lawerence D’Souza

08 Stephen Rodrigues 82 ['jgs[; Souza
<M equi
08 DenisMiranda 10 VincentKumar
83 ﬁg/gwﬂa;ae?:a 11 DominicSavio
09 SmonThangsianchina ]1';; iﬁ]?:)lr? Souza
y Ray
10 Dard Fernandes 15 Jod Resrio
11 Henryvas 17 JoseAntao
> Lourqalyamy 19 MaximD’Souza
12 Suchir D"Souza 19 SavadoreD’Cunha
ig ﬁiﬁ;‘ Erc;da?rli(gues 20 LawrenceBauku
15 JosieD'Silva 23 Polycarp Fernandes

; . 25 Victor D’'souza
16 Simon Rico Fernandes 25 Albert]

16 Patrick Barretto _
; 26 Cyril Roshan
16 KagbanteEmmanud %6 nil Lo

21 Clayton Fermnandes 27 GeorgeQOlivera

22 Wilson Sequeira )
23 YesudasA. 29 Rahul D’ Souza

26 SlvanoD’Souza
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MARCH 13 Anthony D’Mdlo

01 Anthony D’Souza 14 Clifford Fer’nandes
02 KiranD’ Souza 14 Manohar D" Souza
15 MahiasDias

02 NedsonLobo

04 JohnFernandes 16 ArunFemandes
04 RichardKadiwa 17 Patrick Crasta

05 Stanley Coelho 18 Naveen Sequeira
05 Anil Kumar 22 JeevanLobo

22 Fredrick Rodrigues
23 ThomasD’ Souza
23 JohnGonsaves

07 AlwynD’Slva
07 GlenD'Souza
07 Darick D' Souza

09 GeraldLobo 24 DenisLobo
09 FrancisSsekulima 24 \[/)velrl‘!SV|69$h
10 SantalLopes 24 William Prebhu

24 Marcus Fernandes
25 JeevanVeigas
25 Satish Fernandes

10 Vijaykumer
11 MewynFernandes
11 AgneoColaco

12 Santalopes 28 JohnDias

12 JosephLwanga 30 JoyMathias

12 Xavier D’Souza
Thisisach ch.
What is missing?

for over
| 2,000 years,

Asprre to inspre

= before you expre.
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